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Abba, Father! 


“ABOVE THE STORM” 


As I walk with God on my Christian 
pathway, I have occasion to speak with 
many non-Christians. When I invite 
them to attend church, many say: “Oh, 
that’s for old people. Give me something 
practical, and I’ll be interested.” 

In June I took my invalid husband to 
New York City for brain surgery. I 
needed a practical God for practical 
reasons, and when my faith was the 
weakest, I always met God in the chapel. 
He gave me strength and courage when 
I needed it most. 

I was a stranger in that teeming city 
of 8,000,000 souls; so I called Rev. Arthur 
Weber for assistance in finding a Chris- 
tian home. Deaconess Ruth Berg found 
a room for me in a lovely home. 

Others whom I met at the hospital 
had very unhappy experiences in hotels 
and rooming houses, while I was taken 
into the hearts of a Christian family. 
Truly my own family could not have 
done more for me than did George and 
Lucy Berghorn and their sons. 

We prayed together for my husband’s 
recovery, we attended services together, 
and through all dark days God was very 
close. He answered prayer. After suc- 
cessful surgery, my husband was told in 
July that he could return home. 

Pastor Weber gave Communion to 
Mr. Quintel in the hospital before we 
boarded the airplane that brought us 
home to Flint, Mich. 

On the way home we ran into a 
storm. The “Fasten your seat belt” an- 
nouncement was made, and the plane 
rose above the storm. As I looked out of 
the window and saw the flashes of light- 
ning beneath us, I said: “Thank You, 
God, for once again lifting me above the 
storm.” 

I am persuaded that it is the Chris- 
tian’s privilege to live above the storms 
of life, and it takes our practical God to 


do the lifting. Mrs. OTTO QUINTEL 
Flint, Mich. 


“ARTICLES ON ALL SECTS” 


May I beg the LuTHERAN WITNESS, and 
the Lutheraner also, to bring articles on 
all sects and churches of the land, so 
that our people may know the errors 
and differences that exist among them? 

I agree with the nurse at St. Paul 
that the articles by Prof. L. W. Spitz 
could do worlds of good if they were 
printed in tract form. I know that the 
WiTNESs has about 400,000 subscribers, 
but we each get a single copy, and what 
can we do with that besides save it for 
ourselves? 

We should also have the same kind of 
articles and tracts by an informed author 
on the generalized religion and salvation 
by character and selfish work-righteous- 
ness of. the lodges. 

(Rev.). G. M. Kracu 

Détroit, Mich. 


Note: Reprints of Dr. Spitz’s four 
articles may be ordered from Concordia 
Publishing House. Price: one cent each 
“or one dollar per hundred. 


Letters addressed to this department must be signed, although names 
We reserve the right to reject, print in full, | 
matter not pertinent, according to the nature of the letter and space lim 
The opinions expressed by readers are not necessarily those of the 


withheld upon request. 


CLERGY CRACK-UP 


The September 11 issue of the Lu- 
THERAN WITNESS, which asked: “Is the 
Clergy Cracking Up?” drew my atten- 
tion. There is logic here which I cannot 
explain. The article first implies that 
the “men of 1906” . . . were a sturdy 
lot who went through more tensions than 
the average, yet did not crack up. The 
last paragraph points out: “He has a 
meat to eat of which others know not,” 
implying, of course, that this is the 
solution. Yet in the second-last para- 
graph it was pointed out that ways must 
be found to relieve the pastor of “ad- 
ministrative and organizational respon- 
sibilities, of paper work, and of petty 
impositions.” 

The editorial .. . overlooked the point 
of the Life article. I think the issue here 
involved is that ministers should be re- 
lieved of waiting on tables, of getting 
caught in a rat race of climbing a ladder 
to this intangible thing the world has 
labeled success. ... Most people seem to 
think that nerve conditions are simply 
something that you “got to cure by your- 
self” and with the resulting “get hold of 
yourself” advice, a person goes into a 
worse condition. 

If you can find in Scripture the place 
where it says because you are meditating 
on the Word, you will not succumb to 
sickness, then I will go along with it. 
But frankly I do become concerned be- 
cause so many of our very fine Christian 
people do become mentally sick and are 
concerned that they thereby are demon- 
strating a lack of true Christian faith and 
are worried that perhaps they are not 
even children of God. 


St.Louis, Mo. (REeEv.) E. J. MAHNKE 
Note: Chaplain Mahnke rightly points 


out that causes other than lack of faith - 


bring on mental and emotional break- 
downs. The Witness believes, however, 
that the Life article establishes this fact: 
The pastor who secularizes his ministry 
enters the competitive climate of the 
industrial world, where the mortality 
rate of executives is high. On the other 
hand, the Christian pastor sets his sights 
not on prestige and bigness but on serv- 
ice in the spirit of Jesus, who said: “My 
meat is to do the will of Him that sent 
Me and to finish His work.” 


We Praise Thee 
We praise Thee, O God, for the blessings 


of peace, 

For faith unassailed and for years of 
increase; 

Thou Ruler of Nations, in whom we are 
free, 


Our songs of thanksgiving we offer to 
Thee. 


We praise Thee, O God, who hast heeded 
our prayer 

And sheltered and kept us from each 
hurtful snare; 

rae bearest our heaviest burdens each 

ay; 

Thy mercy ne’er faileth; 

aye. 


it lasteth for 


We praise Thee, O God, though we 
we're but dust, 

But also that Thou wilt not fail” 
who trust 

In Thee, Lord of nations, whose } 
we behold, 

Whose mercies are boundless, who: 
manifold. 


We praise Thee, O God, and give 
now for all ; 

The blessings that daily, abundant 

On _us and our land — we not ou 
bread, 

Rich harvests and peace — but our; 
have been fed. 


Tucson, Ariz. Marte C, Tu 


Thanksgiving 


The harvest now is gathered. 
Our barns and sheds are filled 
All praise to the Almighty, 
For every want is stilled! 


There’s bread for all the hungry 
And for the cattle hay; 

There’s plenty food in storage 
For winter’s gloomy day. 


For this abundant blessing 
We thank our gracious Lord, 
For His unending mercies 
Praise Him with one accord! 


Katy, Tex. Ouivia L. 
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ll We Give God an Annual 
emized Statement of Our 
Good Deeds? 


all we ask God’s file clerks to 
yur good deeds to our account 
» ledger of life? Shall we de- 
them in the bank of heaven as 
ant toward the entrance fee of 
tion? Or shall we admit with 


» are all as an unclean thing 
d all our righteousnesses 
e as filthy rags. (Is. 64:6.) 


all we confess with St. Paul: 


now that in me, 
at is, in my flesh, 
yelleth no good thing. 
(Rom. 7:18) 


9 not obligate God by our at- 
s at righteousness. It is with us 
hu told Job: 


thou be righteous, 

vat givest thou Him? 
what receiveth He 
thine hand? (Job 35:7.) 


sides, what would God do with 
ood deeds? We cannot add to 
holiness. He alone can replace 
nfulness with the righteousness 
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“Oh, Give 
Thanks 


unto the 


By WAYNE SAFFEN, 


x Pastor, Grace Church, 
= > Oberlin, Ohio 


of Christ. 


We need the grace and 
forgiveness of God because we cannot 
give Him the gift of a perfect life. 


Shall We Give God a Gift 
of Money? 


Yes, we shall—in the same way 
that a child will get money from his 
father to buy him a Christmas pres- 
ent. For we have no money to give 
to God that He did not give us as an 
“allowance” in the first place. 

When David celebrated his suc- 
cessful building-fund campaign for 
the new temple, he prayed: 

But who am I, 

And what is my people, 

That we should be able 

To offer so willingly 

After this sort? 

For all things come of Thee, 

And of Thine own have we given 

Thee. (1 Chron. 29:14.) 


Shall We Give God the Fragments 
of Our Time? 


Shall we say to God: “T’ll work 
You into my busy schedule every 
other Sunday -morning”? Many feel 
that God, or at least the preacher, 
ought to be grateful to them because 
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they have sacrificed their time for 
religion. 

Christians do not complain that 
God takes too much of their time. 
Christians come to church every Sun- 
day to worship God, to hear His holy 
Word, to be the guests of His Son at 
Holy Communion, because they like 
their appointments with God. Chris- 
tians say with the psalmist: 

“My times are in Thy hands.” 

(CRsusied5)) 


Shall We Give God Our Life? 


Surely this is the “supreme sacri- 
fice” to God: to be a minister, or a 
Christian teacher, or a missionary, or 
a chaplain, or a martyr. No, it isn’t! 
Christ is the only Supreme Sacrifice. 
He alone freely gave His life for us. 
His Sacrifice secured our Redemption. 
God does not need our life, but we 
need the Life of God. 

What is your life? 

It is even a vapor 

That appeareth for a little time 

And then vanisheth away. 

For that ye ought to say: 

“Tf the Lord will, we shall live 

And do this or that.” (James 4: 

14, 15.) 


We dedicate our lives to God as an 
expression of our gratitude to Christ, 
who 


Died for all 

That they which live 

Should not henceforth live 

Unto themselves 

But unto Him which died for them 
And rose again. (2 Cor. 5:15.) 


Examine your’ resources on 
Thanksgiving Day. What have you 
to give to God that He has not already 
given you? Let God Himself answer: 


Who hath prevented me [given Me 
anything beforehand] 

That I should repay Him? 

Whatsoever is under the whole 
heaven 

Is Mine. (Job 41:11.) 


What Country Has God Ever 
Blessed as He Has America? 


Most of us drive to church in 
automobiles, chariots that would have 
dazzled the imagination of kings less 
than two centuries ago. According to 
a recent estimate, every housewife 
has the equivalent of 100 domestic 
slaves at her disposal in electric 
energy. Our food is kept in a freezer, 
and we have an abundant supply. We 
buy most of our food at supermarkets 
that amaze foreigners. 

When we get sick, doctors can 
diagnose our illnesses with micro- 
scope, electrocardiograph, electro- 
encephalograph, fluoroscope, and 
X ray. People no longer die, help- 
less, of appendicitis, polio, heart 

(Continued on page 13) 


CE the flight from Calcutta, India, 
to Manila, P.I., we stopped at 
Bangkok, Thailand, for refueling. Our 
Synod has no mission there. Some have 
expressed the opinion that we should 
have. Soon we were aloft again, the 
motors humming regularly—a_ wel- 
come sound, since it furnishes the 
evidence that all is in good order. Our 
missionaries and their wives welcomed 
us royally when we landed in Manila. 

Everything was well timed. The 
missionaries had a conference in the 
church of Rev. R. Prange on the day 
of our arrival. Sessions were resumed 
immediately after we reached the home 
of the Pranges. 

The men asked immediately: “What 
can be done to get more men into our 
young but important mission field? We 
definitely need more men. We are not 
thinking of two or three additional 
workers, but rather of 25 or 30 more 
during the next five or six years.” Of 
course, I had to tell them that they 
were entirely too optimistic in their 
hopes and requests, because we could 
not hope to have a sufficient number 
of candidates. The men asked: “Why, 
then, does Synod not insist on a better 
distribution of manpower? Why do not 
some small congregations, in close 
. proximity of each other, each having 
its Own pastor, merge into a multiple 
parish, served by one pastor, and thus 
release one man for missions?” What 
could I say? It is difficult ta achieve! 

We had the privilege of attending 
two services in Manila, one conducted 
by Rev. Louis Dorn and the other by 
Pastor Prange. Excellent Christ-cen- 
tered sermons! Intensely interested 
and attentive congregations! At the 
latter service I had the great privilege 
of baptizing an Igorot child, the first 
to be baptized from this tribe. This 
was at the urgent request of Rev. Louis 
Nau, the pastor of the parents. The 
Gospel is a marvelous power of God! 


Off for Hong Kong 


After our only-too-brief visit in the 
Philippines and a “God be with you” 
to our workers on these islands, we 
were on our way to Hong Kcns. What 
an overcrowded city! Before the 
Nationalists were driven out of China, 
the population of the city was 350,000. 
Now 2,500,000 people live in that same 
area. Where do they live? Anywhere. 
Everywhere.. You should see great 
numbers of them sleeping even on the 
sidewalks. You should see the pathetic 
sights of poverty and resultant begging. 
It seems that the British Government 
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expects the crowded conditions to con- 
tinue. There is slum clearance. There 
are new housing projects. 

In this crowded city as well as on 
Formosa, God is turning evil into good. 
St. Paul said about his sufferings, “They 
have fallen out rather unto the further- 
ance of the Gospel.” These words 
apply. God is opening door after door 
for our missionaries. Children are 
given Christian training in our schools. 
At one of the colleges our missionaries 
are given opportunity to instruct classes 
in religion, and many young people 
attend these classes. Many have ac- 
cepted Jesus as their personal Savior. 
I was granted the privilege to address 
the student body at their devotional 
period. The students quickly convert 
adjoining classrooms into a chapel and 
then crowd it to capacity and beyond 
capacity. What singing of our Lutheran 
hymns! What wonderful reverence! 
What undivided attention! 

Tuesday evening, September 18, 
was a memorable evening for our 
Chinese Lutherans in Hong Kong. 
Several hundred of them met in an out- 
door space at the college to celebrate 
the 30th anniversaries of Pastor E. H. 
Thode and Miss Gertrude Simon, the 
30th of their work among the Chinese. 
I preached the anniversary sermon 
through an interpreter to a very appreci- 
ative audience. I have attended many 
anniversaries, but never one like this. 
What love and kindness and apprecia- 
tion our Chinese fellow Lutherans 
manifested to the jubilarians, and all be- 
cause they had given them the Gospel! 


Our Mission in Japan 


Many were at the airport in Hong 
Kong to bid us a kind and loving fare- 
well. Soon we were on our way to 
Japan. En route we flew over the island 
of Okinawa. What earnest memories 
the thought of this and other islands in 
this area of the Pacific Ocean must 
bring home to some of our readers! 
Thank God that those days are past. 
Now these islands present a beautiful, 
peaceful view from the sky. 

Upon our arrival in Tokyo at 
5:09 P. M. we were greeted by a large 
group of missionaries and their wives. 
Dr. O. H. Theiss, the president of our 
seminary in Tokyo, was among them. 
With him was Dr. Thomas Coates, now 
on a sabbatical leave. He is serving as 
instructor at the seminary. 

A visit to the Lutheran Center was 
a real joy. This building has proved to 
be a true biessing. It is a center of 
activity. It houses the office of Pastor 
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Elmer Bergt, now in charge of ou 
work. The business office is ther 
E. H. Tewes, a very consecrated layq 
man, is in charge. The busy Lutherar 
Hour office, in charge of Rev. Delwirf 
Schneider, is there. A chapel used fo 
services both in Japanese and in Englis 
is located in the building. Men an 
women in the employ of our Govern 
ment and also some in the Arme 
Services attend the English services. 


Opportunities to Speak 


As in the other countries, so also i 
Japan, I was granted the privilege t 
preach at services and to address group 
through interpreters. Everywhere w 
noted the wonderful attention and ap 
preciation. Sunday afternoon we hear 
Rev. Herman Koppelmann, then i 
Japan, deliver an excellent sermon a 
the dedication of a fine addition to ou 
school at Urawa. The place wa 
crowded. The governor, the mayor, an 
other dignitaries spoke after the service 
We sought to impress them with th 
real aims and objectives of our schools 

All day Monday we had a fine con 
ference with all our missionaries at th 
Lutheran Center. Also Chaplains Katt 
Lindemann, Reinhardt, and ‘Behnk 
attended. What a splendid and profit 
able get-together! 


The Japanese Lutheran Hour 


Before closing I must mention th 
phenomenal success of the Japanese Lu 
theran Hour. One hundred forty thou 
sand listeners enrolled in the correspon 
dence Bible courses. Some, of course 
dropped out. Thirteen thousand hav 
completed two courses and, like th 
Ethiopian, are now asking: “What dot 
hinder me to be baptized?” Our mis 
sionaries say they have scruples of con 
science because they cannot reach a 
listeners. We do not have enough mis 
sionaries. “The harvest truly is plen 
teous, but the laborers are few.” Wha 
shall we do? Jesus says: “Pray ye ther 
fore the Lord of the harvest that Hi 
will send forth laborers. into Hi 
harvest.” Ms 

Our homeward journey was withou 
mishap. We arrived safe in our God- 
blessed country and were thankful to 
the heavenly Father for His gracious 
protection on our 24,000-mile journey. 
I sincerely hope that you were able at 
least in spirit to make the trip with us. 
May it arouse greater love, more fe: 
vent prayer, and more generous con- 
tributions for our missions. | 


Joun W. BEHNKEN 


The Palin 
wv 


Loaded with Benefits 


Psalm 68:19: “Blessed be the 
Lord, who daily loadeth us with bene- 
its, even the God of our salvation.” 


T hankfulness is a lovely virtue. 
4 Scripture extols it often as one of 
lhe marks of the Christian life. Scrip- 
ure has a special word of commenda- 
ion for those Biblical figures who ex- 
sressed this quality of gratitude — for 
in forgiven, for a malady healed, for 
_ petition granted. 

By the same token, ingratitude is 
hameful and base. And Holy Writ 
las some sharp things to say about 
hose who received divine blessings, 
odily or spiritual, without thinking 
ven to say thanks to the Giver. 

_ The annual Thanksgiving season 
n the United States comes again to 
emind us of the abundance of our 
lessings and of the virtue of being 
hankful. We need both reminders, 
specially as we see so many of our 
ellow men pursuing their heedless, 
hankless, godless way, taking their 
essings for granted and unmindful 
Him without whose bounty they 
vould be poor indeed. 

_ It is good for us to remind our- 
elves of the psalmist’s expression of 
hanksgiving: “Blessed be the Lord, 
vho daily loadeth us with benefits.” 

_ As we enjoy the unparalleled pros- 
verity of our times, as we think of the 
sverflowing measure of God’s bounty 
ipon this blest land of ours, as we rest 
m the security and the peace that has 
= to our shores, we must say God 
sas “loaded us with benefits.” 

- And as we think of the course of 
uur own life during the past year — 
iow many a joy God has brought in- 
0 our household, how many a danger 
He has averted, how many a tear He 
sas dried; as we think of the blessings 
if food, shelter, protection, and em- 
lloyment which He has granted us, 
ur hearts must overflow with thank- 
ness to that bounteous God. 
Most important of all, however, 
must remember that this is “the 
sod of our salvation.” This is the 
reatest reason for thanksgiving, the 
lighest blessing of all — the salvation 
vhich His grace has secured and 
vhich is ours through faith in His Son. 
As we bow before the bounteous 
god, “who daily loadeth us with 
penefits,” our thanksgiving will be 


anslated into thanksliving. 
Tuomas COATES 
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Words of Life 
= 


“This man receiveth sinners and 
eateth with them.” LUKE 15:2 


Rec eraly it is said in the Gospels 
that it was just Jesus’ eating and 
drinking with notorious sinners that 
infuriated the Pharisees. The Phar- 
isees could not imagine any association 
with sin and sinners which was not 
sinful in itself, and so they said of 
Jesus that He was “a man gluttonous 
and a winebibber.” This was pure 
malice, and Jesus did not even deign 
to refute it. But the chief ground for 
their anger lay elsewhere: Jesus’ eat- 
ing with sinners marked Him as 
“a friend of sinners.” For eating and 
drinking with a man was for the Jew 
the mark and the expression of close 
fellowship, of intimate communion. 

The strongest expression St. Paul 
can find for not keeping company with 
a man is: “With such an one not even 
fomeate. (lL. Cor. 5:11). And Jesus 
meant by His eating with sinners that 
He was the Friend of sinners not in 
the sense that Pharisaic malice put on 
“friend,” but as the physician is friend 
to the diseased. 

Jesus made His eating the expres- 
sion of the will of the God who values 
mercy above sacrifice; and He can 
describe His whole mission on earth 
in terms of the banquet, the common 
meal, when He says that He is come 
to “call” sinners. He is using the word 
“call” in the sense of “invite.” 

That Jesus eats with sinners is, if 
we understand Him aright, a clear and 
strong expression of the full forgive- 
ness of our God which has become 
ours through Him, that forgiveness 
which not only takes back the Prodigal 
Son but crowns him with honor and 
blessing, the full, free, and lavish 
grace of God which takes the sinner 
into full communion with Himself. 

Seen from this vantage point, 
Jesus’ miracles of feeding take on new 
significance; when the Christ plays 
host, He is offering men fellowship 
with Himself and with the Father; He 
is spelling out in action the forgive- 
ness which He proclaimed and 
wrought. Significant, too, is the fact 


that the risen Lord ate with His dis- 


ciples; that action was not only, or 
even primarily, proof that He was in- 
deed risen and real; it was His “Peace 
be unto you” translated into act: the 
disciples, who had failed and fled, 
were forgiven and in full fellowship 
with Him again. 
MARTIN H. FRANZMANN 
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Sable of Duties 


“A bishop must be blameless . 
no striker . but patient, not a 
brawler.” 1 TrmotuHy 3:2, 3. 


Pastors according to God’s own 
arrangement, are overseers of their 
flocks (Acts 20:28). Overseers have 
specific temptations. Perhaps you 
have known bosses, or officers in the 
Army, who, lacking Christian prin- 
ciples, berated those under them with 
a violent tongue or even with fists. 


Overseers in the church dare not 
yield to such temptations. “A bishop 
must be no striker, not a brawler.” 


Physical force is inconsistent with 
God’s kingdom. His church is not 
built that way. Faith comes through 
the use of the Word (Rom. 10:17). 
Souls are kept by the power of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus (1 Peter 
1:5, 6). Christian ministers will there- 
fore use the Word and the Sacraments 
instead of fists, laws, and armies. 


Of course, ministers do not beat 
their members with fists, but the temp- 
tation to beat them with the tongue is 
ever very real. The pastor is not to be 
a brawler, one who hides behind the 
immunity of his office and berates his 
members at will. 

Pastors are undershepherds of the 
Good Shepherd, and in all their deal- 
ings they ought to reflect His spirit. 
As Christ’s ambassadors they must 
call sin a sin and admonish their 
members frankly when they would 
stray or forget God, but they dare 
never lose their tempers. 


Instead, a pastor must “be patient.” 
When a prominent clergyman, pacing 
back and forth in his room, was 
stopped with the question: ‘What 
seems to be the trouble?” he replied 
after a moment of thought: “The 
trouble is, I’m in a hurry, and God 
isn’t.” Patience requires utmost con- 
fidence in the power of the Gospel. 


Patience also requires recognition 
of the fact that Christians are still 
human, beset by many temptations 
and the weakness of the flesh and the 
realization that the pastor himself is a 
sinner. A pastor might not be guilty 
of the particular sin which besets his 
member, but he will have his share of 
sins — perhaps not the least among 
them being impatience. 

At the foot of the cross pastors 
gain forgiveness for impatience and 
power to become ever more like Him 
who prayed for His enemies. 


ARTHUR E. GRAF 


EDITORIALS | 


Elect Wisely 


From the presidential polls our churches proceed to 
their own elections. For the best interests of the Master’s 
business, congregations should exercise care and choose 
wisely. 

Only willing, capable, consecrated men should be placed 
at their pastor’s side as assistants. An office in the church 
is not a reform school to revive an indifferent or dead 
member. Nor is it a pedestal for the exhibition of popular- 
ity, nor even an honor for a large contribution. Only ded- 
icated.men of proved ability should be chosen (Acts 6:3). 

Though a matter of congregational wisdom and pref- 
erence, candidates should not be proposed by acclamation, 
but by a nominating committee composed of several officers 
(whose terms are not expiring and who know the nature 
and demands of each office) and several members at large, 
the pastor serving ex officio. It is difficult and embarrassing 
to speak against the election of an obviously poor and 
incompetent candidate. Without depriving individual mem- 
bers of their right to recommend candidates of their 
choice, the nominating committee, meeting alone, can 
frankly discuss all recommendations and propose the most 
suitable candidates for each office. The rights of the con- 
gregation are safeguarded by the provision that the voters’ 
assembly may accept, alter, or reject the slate of nominees. 
Not the nominating committee, but the voters’ assembly 
does the electing, and that without much loss of time. All 
names appear on one ballot. In a few moments the mem- 
bers indicate their choice, and the church proceeds with 
other business while the tellers are tabulating the results. 

The one drawback of this system is that the unsuccess- 
ful candidates cannot be used for other offices until the 
following year. But they can still render helpful services 
to their church in other ways. 


No More Great Hymns? 


Daniel E. Wheeler, in Everywoman’s, asserts that the 
twentieth century has not yet produced a single great 
hymn. In his opinion the product of modern poets of sacred 
song lacks the spiritual intensity and religious fervor of the 
great old hymns, which fill the deepest needs of heart and 
soul. The secret quality of enduring appeal and universal 
acceptance of these immortal songs lies in a burning devo- 
tion and an unshakable faith in. “things unseen,” even 
though the poetic gifts of the writers may not always have 
been of the highest order. The former fount of inspiration, 
the Bible’s revealed God and the manifestation of Jesus 
Christ as His Son and the promise of eternal life, no 
longer seems to inspire sufficiently the writers of modern 
hymns; therefore these do not possess the strong spiritual 
power found jin the older hymns. : 

In the main, we agree with Mr. Wheeler. Of the 
thousands of hymns that have been written in the first 
half of this century, the majority are shallow, sometimes 
naive, and are not worthy to be placed alongside the old 
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favorites. But we believe also that some good hymns hav 
been written during this time, hymns that are dignified 
reverent, and inspiring; hymns that could be the mean 
of bringing the saving grace of God and Christ to many 
that might be reached apparently in no other wa 

Whether some of these hymns will endure through th 
ages and will eventually be regarded as truly great hymns 
only time will tell. Of the 660 hymns contained in ou 
Lutheran Hymnal, less than a scant half dozen wer 
written since 1900. In a possible revision of our hymna 

there ought to be included some of the products of moder 

writers of sacred song. 


Unity, Not Mere Union 


At its recent convention our Synod respectfully declinee 
the invitation to church union with two other large Lu 
theran bodies. This was in keeping’ with its previou 
policy, which had always been to avoid union withou 
unity. Before we can be one in organization, we must b 
one in doctrine and in principles governing our practice. 


Also practical experience bears out the correctness o 
this position. In theory men may at times feel that the 
can be one and work together even though they are no 
altogether one in spirit, but the theory breaks down in the 
preaching and teaching program unless, indeed, one is in 
different to the Word and is not concerned about Bible 
doctrine. Neither the same pulpits nor the same class 
rooms can bear conflicting doctrines or principles. There 
must be full agreement. Alliances based on expedienc 
alone cannot achieve God-pleasing success. 


Attend the Voters’ Assembly 


Small attendance in voters’ assemblies plagues the work 
of many congregations. On the one hand, the membershif 
in the voters’ assembly is often a small per cent of the 
male communicants, age 21 and over; and on the othe1 
hand, the attendance record of many who hold voting 
membership is poor. 

Because of the small attendance, nominating committees 
have difficulty in proposing suitable candidates, officers 
must often give the appearance of perpetuating themselves 
in office, acquainting all the families in the congregation 
with the work of the Lord becomes more difficult, negative 
criticism regarding the work done increases because of 
misunderstanding on the part of the absent. 

Many congregations hold their elections toward the 
end of the year. The new year is not far away. We en- 
courage every male communicant, age 21 and over, te 
become a member of the voters’ assembly in his congre- 
gation, to attend every meeting faithfully, to share his 
opinions and suggestions with others in the meetings, with 
a prayer for the Lord’s help to tackle the problems that 
need solution, that the Lord’s work may be done with evet 
greater efficiency. Men, be active members in your cor 
gregation’s voters’ assembly! 1 j 


THE LUTHERAN WIINK 


-OOSE LEAVES 


We Need an “S. P.S.O. F. S. B. H. R.”’ 


It happened in St. Louis. The occasion was “Lutheran 
lay” at the month-long Mid-America Jubilee at the river- 
‘ont. A pageant that for a solid hour had held an 
verflow crowd in the eas bleachers spellbound 
ad reached its finale. . 

We congratulate our ” St. Louis Lutherans on a superb 
iece of public relations of the best kind. We congratulate 
vem again for having persuaded the Jubilee officials that 
vere are not three religious faiths in America, but at 
ast four: Roman Catholics, Protestants, Jews, and Lu- 
verans. In these circumstances it may seem ungenerous 
» cavil at all. Yet the “triumphant” note on which the 
ageant closed — the last sentence to be sung lustily by 
most 5,500 people, standing reverently and supported by 
climactic fortissimo accompaniment of trumpets, trom- 
ones, and the electronic organ — was this: The old evil 
e/ Now means deadly woe/ Deep guile and great might/ 
re his dread arms in fight/ On earth is not his equal! 

Granted that it is unquestionably salutary to have 
realistic awareness of the demonic might with which we 
restle. Granted that A Mighty Fortress has become 
kind of total musical symbol of the Lutheran Reforma- 
on and the Lutheran Church, so that the whole may be 
ore important than the parts. Granted that many of the 
sople weren’t paying close attention to what they were 
mging and thought—as one of them suggested — that 
In earth is not his equal” referred to the incomparable 
ight and majesty of our Lord. But the fact remains that 
hen people sing A Mighty Fortress they are singing 
ords, words which have a meaning, and words which 
ould be sung intelligently. And a tribute to the might 

* Satan is not the last thing that Christians have to say 
: should want to say when they sing the Battle Hymn 

* the Reformation! 
Yet it happens all the time. We have all heard it at 
‘rvices, at rallies, in radio broadcasts, in motion pictures. 
_ Hence we propose the organization of a Society for the 
revention of Singing Only the First Stanza of the Battle 

mn of the Reformation. There should be no dues, no 

cers, no constitution, no bylaws. Just people — with the 

ngle and determined purpose . . . that when A Mighty 
ortress is sung in public it will be a constructive witness 
» our victorious faith and will not stop with the affirmation 
at Satan has no equal on earth. 

Let’s insist on at least the second stanza. There’s real 
‘itnessing to the Gospel .. . With might of ours can 
aught be done/ Soon were our loss effected/ But for us 
ghts the Valiant One/ Whom God Himself elected/ Ask 
2, “Who is this?”/ Jesus Christ it is/ Of Sabaoth Lord/ 
md there’s none other God/ HE HOLDS THE FIELD 
OREVER! 

Better still, sing the whole hymn! It improves with 
ich stanza! — American Lutheran. 
| “American Brand” 
| A definitely “American brand of German is the “Mis- 
. ’ German spoken by members of the Missouri Synod, 
e of the large Lutheran groups in North America, spread, 
spite of its name, over the whole continent. Many clergy - 
‘en and laymen of this group speak and write a German 
llly adequate for contact with Germans anywhere in the 
orld. But the quality of the vowels and the unmistakable 
merican r leave no doubt that they are Americans. — 
atpH Cuartes Woop, in The American-German Review. 
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| Whats the Answer? 


Question: What is the meaning of the “thousand years” in 
Revelation 20? 


Answer: Inasmuch as there are other terms in this 
vision of St. John which must be taken in a figurative 
sense (key, pit, chain, angel’s hands, binding, dragon, 
seal), the term “one thousand years” is also not to be 
taken as one thousand calendar years of 365 days 
each, but as a long period of time, of whose beginning 
and end we are left in ignorance. Following this 
period, after a brief interlude of satanic violence 
(vv. 7,8), Judgment Day will come. Any and every 
effort to fix the beginning and end of the “one 
thousand years” will end in failure (Mark 13:32). 

The most satisfactory way of understanding the 
term is that it represents the whole New Testament 
era, in which Satan is bound through the preaching 
of the Gospel, but will be loosed in all his fury for 
a short period just before the end of the world, as 
Christ aptly describes it in Matthew 24 and 25 and 
parallel passages. Our chief concern in the study of 
this chapter must be to watch and pray against the 
evil day and to be ready to meet the coming Lord. 


Question: What is the meaning of ‘‘Where two or three are 
gathered together in My name, there am | in the midst of 
them’”’ (Matt. 18:20)? 


Answer: Viewing these words in the light of their 
context, it appears that Christ is promising His 
special and gracious presence to believers who unite 
in prayer for a common cause. It might refer to the 
two or three witnesses who are dealing with an err- 
ing brother (v. 16); yet it holds good in any other 
situation of common Christian endeavor (v. 19). No 
group of Christians is too small to be permitted to 
share in the blessings wrought by Christ. Whether it 
be a little group of Christians uniting to form a 
Christian congregation or one Christian brother 
absolving the other, in every case they may be 
assured of the Lord’s gracious presence. The em- 
phasis here seems to be on joint undertakings, though 
the individual Christian may also be certain of the 


‘Lord’s presence even when he is alone. 


Question: Is it not contrary to Christian faith to wish an- 
other person good luck? Should we not look at all things 
as coming through the providence of God? 


Answer: Strictly speaking, your objection is well 
taken, since by luck is meant that which comes to us 
by chance or fate. From the Biblical point of view, 
nothing happens by chance. God knows and sees 
everything and provides for all His creatures (Matt. 
10: 29-31). What looks like chance or an accident to 
us is used by God to carry out His plans for us. 
On the other hand, it is doubtful that sincere Chris- 
tian people have blind fate or chance in mind when 
they wish one another good luck or fortune. Never- 
theless it would be far more appropriate to say: “God 
bless you” or “God be with you,” than to say: “Good- 
by and good luck.” Read Psalm 31:15, Matt. 6: 24-34, 
Luke 12:6,7, and James 4:13-16. O: E.'S. 
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i St. Paul’s Lutheran Chure +. 


on Chicago’s near North Side is 


numbered among the historical 


churches of American Lutheranism. 


By the grace of God this church has# 
existed in the same neighborhood forg: 


110 years. 


December 4—6 First Saint Paul’sk& 
Church will be host to the biennial® 


convention of the Synodical Con-¥% 


ference. 


In 1843, when Chicago had barely® 
German settlers built3 
a smal] Protestant union church. Thes 
congregation called its first pastor, 
in 1846.3 
accepted theé 


10,000 people, 


Rev. C. August T. Selle, 
This synodical father 
call on the condition that he could 


reorganize the membership into a Lu-g 


theran congregation with a Christian: 
day school. 


Founding of Synod 
The formal beginnings of The Lu-3 


theran Church — Missouri Synod date# . 


in Chicago, Pastor 
people acting as hosts. Under the 
leadership of Pasters Walther, Loeber, 
Fuerbringer, Sihler, Craemer, Hatt- 
staedt, Husmann, Selle, and others, 
Synod was organized. 


Early Challenges 


First Saint Paul’s weathered the 
cholera plague in the summer of 
1849, which took the lives of many 
faithful members, and the Chicago 
fire of 1871, which completely de- 
stroyed the church and the homes of 
the pastor, teachers, and all members 
except three. Early records, however, 
were saved. (These have recently 
been microfilmed and deposited in the 


Concordia Historical Institute, Saint 
Louis.) With the help of people 
throughout Synod, the congregation 
rebuilt the church on the same site. 

Blessed with growth, First Saint 


in at 


NEW Day} 


Selle and his ® 


Paul’s was instrumental in organizing 
many Lutheran churches in Chicago 
during the pastorate of Dr. Henry 
Wunder, 1851—1913. Under the lead- 
ership of Rev. John Baumgaertner, 
1896—1918; Rev. Henry Kowert, 1917 
to 1944; Rev. Louis Grother, 1937 to 
1949; and Dr. James Manz, 1949 to 
the present, the church experienced 
the blessings of God. Consecrated 
laymen, a few from the congregation’s 
earliest families, have remained and 
been a vital factor at First St. Paul’s. 


Today’s Challenge 


For two generations St. Paul’s has 
now faced the problems of the city 
church in a changing area. The day 
school closed in 1931. Business estab- 
lishments and apartments replaced 
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Baptismal group of 24 children of 

different races. About. 60 members 

of the congregation were sponsors. 

Pastor Manz, left, and Vicar Manske, 
right 


‘@® First St. Paul’s Church, Chicago 


The Sunday School leaving for a picnic » 


family dwellings. Many members 
moved to other sections. German 
services were discontinued in 1952. 
The neighborhood is colorful, baf- 
fling, and terrifying. Chicago’s ex- 
clusive “Gold Coast” for tycoons and 
socialites glitters only a few blocks 
to the east of First St. Paul’s. In the 
immediate block of the church, 80 per 
cent of the dwellings have no private 
bath. Between these extremes lies 
a diversity of racial, ethnic, cultural, 
and economic differences. This com- 
munity has been called a “graveyard 
of churches,” because many Protes- 
tant churches —including two Lu- 
theran churches of other synods — 
have moved from the area, merged, 
or collapsed. Vice stalks the area. 
Physical life is in danger. Within two 
years four members of First St. Paul’s 
were cruelly beaten by robbers. 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Word and Sacrament 


The 110-year Biblical, creedal, a 
confessional tradition of First Sair 
Paul’s Church is its secret of surviva 
vitality, and life. Three services ay 
held each Sunday — two in the mor 
ing and one in the evening. Worship 
ers kneel for the confession of sir 
Holy Communion is celebrated thre 
times a month and on all major festi 
vals. God speaks to all through H 
Word. 


| 
| 
| 


Mission Outreach 


Gamma Delta, the local colleg 
youth group, picks up 40—60 childre 
and brings them to Sunday schod 
each week. Recently a group of 2 
neighborhood children — Negroe 
Orientals, and white — were baptized 


Because most of their parents kne 
no Christians who could act as spon 
sors, members of First St. Paul’s Con 
gregation were witnesses and spiritue 
parents for these children. 

Membership figures have remained 
fairly constant for a generation, de 
spite heavy losses and numerous 
transfers. This self-supporting chure 
has 15% of its communicant member 
ship and 50% of its Sunday schoo 
enrollment within a three-block ra 
dius. More than 30% of its communi 
cants live within a six-block radius. 

Preaching the Word—the Law 
and the Gospel — and trusting in the 
Gospel as the power of God, Firs 
St. Paul’s confidently faces the future. 


By Cuar.tes Manske, Vicar, 1955—1956€ 
James G. Manz, Pastor 
Rotanp ReEimnHARDT, Vicar, 1956—19. 
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_@ From a recent letter I received from a fhissionary, 
_ I quote this heart-searching challenge: 


““*Go ye... and preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture.’ How slow we have been to obey the Master’s 


last command! What does Jesus think? He left the 
- ninety and nine in the fold to go after the one that 


was lost. With bleeding feet and aching limbs He 
trudged ‘all through the mountains thunder-riven,’ 
day and night, to find it. What does He think when 
thousands who profess His name are content to ‘be 
earried to the skies on flowery beds of ease, while 
others fight to win the prize and sail through 
bloody seas’ ? 


“We have stopped our ears and refuse to hear 
the distant bleat of His lost sheep echoing from the 
mountains. While two thirds of the world have never 


heard of Jesus, we glibly sing: “Let the song go 


round the earth: Jesus Christ is Lord.’ But we have 
not moved to get that song there. The price is too 
high. It costs pleasure and comfort and profession 
and home. If we could realize how Christ feels, we 


would be more desperate. Oh, for broken hearts 


\lisstox Cate 


“Go... Go... Go... 


-, GOe..!t”’ 


over the state of this lost world! Then we would go 
by sacrifice, go by prayer, go through our sons and 
our daughters, go, best of all, in the morning of life 


to spend every moment of every day for Jesus and 
perishing souls.” 


These words should be a challenge to all of us. 
We are fast approaching the midnight hour in God’s 
prophetic clock. Time is running out. “We must 
work... while it is day; the night cometh when 
no man can work.” Let us remember our watchword, 
missions, at home and abroad. 


—Rev. Evatp J. CONRAD 
Editor, Evangelize Magazine 


SOUTH pie gana Ss 


150 MILLION 


South America § far from being 
the Roman Contingnt it is claimed to 
— be... Lately an A' Perican Jesuit has 
called for 40,000 pees: to save | 


the continent Rome, saying: 
‘Here live one of the church’s 
350,000,000 memberf§, and yet, among 


this one third, org al religious life 
as prescribed by t hurch is to be 
found only in a few* thickly-settled 
ze areas.”’... A priest in Argentina once 
f JEN IN? ‘THE WORLD complained that in, KYs typical coun- 
=. . . «300,000,000 try city of 20, 000f people he could 
S claim no more eee ee as Catholics. 
cee i, eT 300,000,000 At the University 49 uzco in Peru 
"s Pevege: «= 95 800,000,000 a census some time ag revealed that 


NUMBER 


Mohammedans . 
Confucianists . 
MincUSt cual ti. 


Animists » + + 2 © «© «© «© + + 282,000,000 only one in a hundred of its students 

Buddhists e ° ° e ° e e ° . 275,000,000 was an active Cath > and that three 

SHINIOISISS Nis) ee) etc. 6 MWe 50,000,000 fourths of themewére indifferent to 

Tooistsie se, ses. ‘oe ee ee O0;000-000) any form of religigR ...In Chile a 

LCV io & a ae! ce S34 15,000,000 . Jesuit priest repegpd Phat only 6% 
OthenHecthen:< 6.) 6: «.. “catenins 8,000,000 of that country’s Hen and 14% of the 

1.580,000.000 harinen women were really: Catholic . - Prot- 

estant missiongrieg din ioao Acneciod 

oe are not invadigp Rom domain but 
_@ To bring to these 1,580,000,000 lost souls the Gospel of Jesus Christ— . filling a tremen ous religious vacuum. 
_ beyond our United States and Canada—we have a skeleton crew of 113 _ And what of the mill s of Indians 
_ American workers in Asia and Africa, plus 154 pastors and missionaries ae live in the jungles mig he tower- 


in Central and South America. Our total soul membership outside the 
_ United States and Canada is about 175,000. This means that our church 
_ through the preaching of the Gospel has won about one of every 10,000 
_ heathen living in the world today for Christ. 


ing Andes?... Opportunit¥as unlim- 
ited face our chusenta a Be 
Nowhere else is the ibe rtunity so 


‘ great... Our ser tan on a strong 
foptheld-4 in Brazil ard Argentina. In 
bo YOU REALIZE? Venezuela, Chile, Paraguay, and 
_@ That about one of every three Protestants in the world is a Uruguay we have ba ry a toe hold | 
.. Lutheran? ...In all South Amegcia our church — 
@ That about one person in ten in the world is a Protestant Christian? numbers 115,000 sou {in 863 congre- — 


e That the percentage of the world’s heathen population is growing 
much more rapidly than its Christian population? 


__ @ That there are 400,000,000 more heathen in the world than in 1925? _ : mate | i 

_ @ That the huge proportions of the unfinished task of missions in A MIR 

____ this day are nothing less than staggering? Miracles still happen today! 

@ That the world’s end may be just around the corner, while our 
church has really only begun to reach out into all the world? 


gations and pia, stations. | 


Your church has been carrying on 
mission work in foreign lands for 


e@ That if, under God, our people are to fulfill their tremendous more than 60 years. Now her ~ — ; 
mission responsibility, they must pray much more and give much missionaries are at work in 23 foreign wth 
more for missions? lands. In all this time and in all these 

e@ That what your church can do to bring Christ to a heathen world places and, at times, amid great . 
depends upon each of its members—upon YOU? danger, not one of our missionaries 

has ever been put to death because of 
Can we whose souls are lighted hy his witness for Christ. Try to explain ae 
With wisdom from on high, this as you will, we ae this 


Can we to men benighted no less than.a miracle, 
The lamp of life deny? ae 


Excerpt from 


A LETTER 


by Dr. H. A. Mayer 
FROM FINLAND: 


My trip to the north was most inter- 
esting. My good travel companion of 
former days, Mr. E. T. Schumm of Oak 
Park, Ill., came from Ireland and met 
me in Helsinki on August 11. We drove 
at once to Lahti. Pres. Palikko, President 
of the Finnish Free Church, was our 
chauffeur in Dr. Aho’s car. It was cold 
and dreary. Summer was unduly late. 
The potatoes were still in bloom, the 
oats was green. It is a rugged country. 
The people have to be sturdy and strong 
to survive the ruggedness of such a 
climate, 420 miles south of the Arctic 
Circle. But it is by no means a backward 
country. The buildings are modern. 
Everything is well constructed. Lahti 
has modern apartment buildings accom- 
-modating 50 to 60 families. 


: 
. ts 
° The Church Board of the Lutheran Free Church 
of Finland 
i 

We found loyal and faithful Christians 
‘in the Lutheran Free Church of Finland, 
‘though the total number is exceedingly 
-small, all told only 350 souls. Dr. A. A. 
Aho, who was sent to Finland by the 
‘Board for European Affairs two years 
.ago to assist Pastor Uppala, has given 
‘the people new courage and a new vision. 


Mayer preaching and Dr. A. A, Aho 
the se rmon ot Lahti, Finland. 

AS i 

: , 


Christ Lutheran Church 
Hilo, Hawaii 


In Hilo the majority of the population 
is made up of Japanese, who originally 
were brought here to work in the sugar 
cane fields, but who soon took over office 
work, bought stores, became school 
teachers, took government jobs, and so 


He is truly loved and highly respected by 
all. He has already made his influence 
felt by various contacts with pastors of 
the State Church. That, perhaps, is the 
real purpose of supporting the Finnish 
Free Church. 


At the Sunday service on August 12 
I preached on the Epistle for the Day, 
1 Cor. 15:1-10. Dr. Aho translated the 
sermon into Finnish. Pastor Uppala was 
in charge of the liturgical part of the 
service, which follows ancient chants. 


The Church Board joined us at a 
dinner meeting, which lasted all after- 
noon. Mr. Palikko opened the meeting 
with an address, of which Dr. Aho prom- 
ised us an English translation. It was 
a sincere expression of gratitude for all 
the favors of the past and of joy to have 
us in their midst. Other speeches of that 
afternoon made a deep impression on us 
because of their deep sincerity and their 
loyalty to Scripture and Lutheran prac- 
tice. We discussed the immediate future 
and the development of years to come. 


In discussing evangelism, one of the 
men pointed out that Christians can be 
won only one by one. Therefore the 
members themselves must reach out. 
The pastor cannot reach enough. An- 
other lamented the fact that regular 
services are being conducted only in 
Lahti, Kuusankoski, and Helsinki. The 
spasmodic services in all other places 
and the lack of more attention in the 
places where services are conducted only 
every two weeks is not conducive to 
growth. ‘“‘We dare not scatter our efforts 
too much.” The laymen have learned to 
know what they can do. But again and 
again the plea was for more pastors. 
“We laymen can do much, but we need 
pastors to conduct services and to guide 
our youth; otherwise we will only exist, 
and eventually we must die.”’ We dis- 
cussed additional manpower. Two young 
men are now studying theology at 
Oberursel, Germany. What about a 
building fund? The immediate need is a 
building at Helsinki. 


In the evening there was another 
service with an illustrated mission lec- 
ture. This was followed by an hour of 
Christian fellowship. Thus ended a very 
interesting day in Finland. 


@ Christ Lutheran Church, Hilo, Howell 


forth. They make great sacrifices to 
obtain an education, many of them going 
to universities on the mainland. All ex- 
cept the oldest generation speak English 
well, being educated in the public schools 
of Hawaii, which is a territory of the 
U.S. (since 1898). 


Although a small number are Chris- 
tians, belonging to the Congregational 
or Catholic Church, the vast majority 
are Buddhists. Now, your first question 
is: “‘How do the native heathen picture 
God to themselves?’’ One day after re- 
ceiving this question from a girl in 
Barney, N. Dak., I asked five different 
Buddhists as I went from house to house: 
“What do you believe about your god? 
Can you describe him to me? Who is he? 
What is he like?’’ Although these people 
had been life-long Buddhists, not one of 
them could tell me what their god was 
like. They just knew there is a god. They 
knew certain simple prayers and postures 
of worship. They went to the temple of 
their god and listened to the priest chant 
prayers and ring bells. But they did not 
know anything about their god. It is 
with them as it was in the case of the 
Samaritan woman at the well. Jesus told 
her, ““You worship you know not what.” 


But although they do not know much 
about their religion or their god, still 
they appear satisfied with their religion. 
It is difficult to interest them in the 
Christian religion. The Japanese people 
are polite when I call, but they soon show 
they are only listening to be polite. They 
are not interested in the Christian reli- 
gion. Many of the younger people would 
be willing to try the Christian church, 
but fear to displease their parents, who 
are Buddhists. Since the majority of the 
population is Japanese Buddhist this is 
the group which we are trying to win 
for Christ. 


God has blessed our work, so that we 
do have some conversions, but the work 
is slow in showing results. But we are 
sowing the seed. And God will give. the 
fruit in due season. Our Lutheran mission 
has been here in Hilo only since April 
1953. A resident missionary has been 
here only since July 1954. We have had 
our own building only since May 1955. 
In our church, which seeks, of course, to 
serve all races, we have Japanese, Danish, 
German, Spanish, and Portuguese. 


EEC 
WANT AD 


@ Jeep station wagon for missionary 
in El Salvador. Contact Rev. H. A. Ott, 
Secretary for Latin-American Missions. 


apan needs Christ 


Greetings trom Japan! Thank you 
for your prayers. 


After a relaxing ocean voyage we 
arrived in Tokyo in good health and 
spirits. Tokyo is a great international 
city of 9,000,000—the vast majority 
of those people looking for something 
to fill their emptiness. We know, be- 
cause we live but a block from Yasu- 
kuni Shrine. Thousands of people 
come here each week to give solace 
and comfort to the boys who gave 
their lives in the Pacific War. They 
don’t understand that solace won’t 
do now, that the soul is already 
judged and the period of grace is over. 
They don’t know, because no one has 
told them. Why God chose us to be 
one of His tellers I don’t know; but I 
consider it a privilege and hope He 
will use us. 


God “GIVETH 


The church believes it has a 
strong voice for the Gospel in The 
Lutheran Hour, which is heard each 
Sunday by 13,000,000 people. While 
an impersonal radio cannot do what 
Christians should be doing in their 
face-to-face contacts. it can, never- 
theless, transmit the warmth and 
vitality of the Christian message. At 
the present time, because of this mes- 
sage, there are 610 people seeking 
Baptism for every missionary we have 


in Japan. Here is a sampling of one 


day’s mail received in the office: 


Mr. Kinjiro Sakurai 


I am sorry to have delayed sending 
you the last test sheet. On thinking over 
the delay, I have come to the conclusion 
that my faith has not been satisfactory 
and has been shallow. We six members 
of the family are desirous of being led to 
the faith through Jesus Christ and would 
ask that you kindly give us further 


@ Fuchu Prison is one of the larger prisons in Japan. 
Within these walls, Fujita San is serving time for 
swindling. Fujita San found Christ within these walls. 
When The Lutheran Hour director asked him to 
describe his new life in Christ, he said: ‘‘l have a 
power for good which | never had before. For the 
first time | feel good, for my sins are forgiven, and 
| am right with God. My warden and cell mates have 
noticed a change in me. | thank God for The Lutheran 
Hour and the Bible Correspondence Course, which 
brought me to Christ.”’ 


How are we going to tell people 
about Christ? Last week we inter- 
viewed dozens of girls for a research- 
reporter for the Lutheran Hour broad- 
cast. We hired one who was a M.A. 
in English literature and a Fulbright 
scholarship grantee. I asked her what 
her religion was. She said, ‘““My par- 
ents are Buddhists, but I am not.”’ 


@ From this office within the Lutheran Building in 
Tokyo the scripts are written and prepared for the 
Japan Lutheran Hour. Two members of the staff, 
Michiko Kayanuma (right), secretary, and Yoshiko 
Tsutsui (left), Fulbright Scholarship grantee to New 
York and a M.A. in English literature from Waseda 
University, and now research reporter, help prepare 
this program. The program is currently heard over 
34 stations. In four and a half years of broadcasting, 
The Lutheron Hour office has received more than 
335,000 letters, The vast majority of these letters 
come from people who are seeking Christ. 
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Mr. Shoji Narui 


I am 32 years old and have been 
hospitalized now for four years. I have 
come to some knowledge of Christianity, 
although I had: been an atheist. 


Mr. Yasuki Tatsusaki 


I am now serving a prison term at this 
place. My family consists of an aged 
mother, wife, and children, and they are 
waiting my early release from the prison. 
I want to study your B.C.C., which one 
of my friends had been studying while I 
was yet free. I missed the opportunity; 
I think Christ can help me. 


Miss Umeko Tanzawa 


I feel thankful for having been brought 
before God through the medium of your 
Bible Correspondence Course. I have 
long thought I would not be worthy of 
being accepted in the Lord’s salvation. 
Now my everyday life is full of thank- 
fulness and joy. 


Miss Masako Kondo 


I shudder at my having been a sinner. 
I will endeavor to study the Bible and 
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“Are you a Christian, then?” I furthe 
asked. ‘‘No,”’ she said. ‘‘What do yo 
do for a foundation and anchor fo 
life?” She said, “I don’t have any 
but I am looking.”’... 


How will she, and untold thousands} 
like her, find Him who is the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life? The Luth- 
eran Hour in Japan is a great help 
in this direction. Each broadcast is 
closed with the words: “This can| 
happen to you. What Jesus Christ 
has done for these people He can 
do for you!” 


@ Rev. Delwin B. Schneider and Seikichi Ezawa, 
office manager of The Lutheran Hour, discuss the 
Bible Correspondence Course. One of the chief tasks 
of Mr. Ezawa is to answer every piece of problem 
mail which comes into the office. These letters are’ 
answered and then sent to the various Lutheran 
missionaries throughout Japan. Each month a thou- 
sand people write in to be enrolled in the Bible 
Correspondence Course. In four and a half years of 
broadcasting, 142,826 people have enrolled in the 
Bible Correspondence Course. 12,000 have com- 
pleted the 12 lessons in the Course. The two men and. 
seven women of The Lutheran Hour office have also” 
sent out more than 48,000 Bibles. This year almost 
30,000 test sheets have been received. This office 
also prepares the Braille Bible Correspondence 
Course for blind listeners to The Lutheran Hour 


Mr. Shinzo Ueda 

I thank you for the Bible which you 
kindly sent me. Reading the book, I 
find how wonderful it is for us to be 
received in the salvation of the Lord— 
when we believe in the Lord. I will con- 
tinue reading the book all my life. 


Miss Miyoko Tarutani 

I am a devouring reader of the Bible 
which you kindly sent me. Your con- 
stant guidance will be appreciated. 


Mrs. Masayo Hirai 

Will you kindly send me your Bible 
C.C. so that our people at home may 
have the opportunity of having access 
to the Word of God. Every Sunday I 
tell all my people gathered together in 
front of our radio set to listen to the 
programs broadcast by your church. 


Mr. Takashi Koyama 
When I got the Bible, I felt as if I saw 
an oasis in the desert, I was so very 
hungry for it. The other day I re 
Matthew 7 and find there are ee pes 
which say, “ASK, AND IT SHALL 
GIVEN ...”’ I think these passag 


nae ile 


1 


“OH, GIVE THANKS” 


(Continued from page 3) 


seizures, tuberculosis, typhoid, or 
pneumonia. Without modern medi- 
cine and surgery, some of us, instead 
of being here this Thanksgiving, 
would be absent from our bodies. 

We enjoy the privilege of travel 
over thousands of miles in planes, 
trains, buses, or boats. Our land has 
not been ravaged by war in almost 
a hundred years. 

This year count your blessings, 
not one by one but with an adding 
machine. 


God's Greatest Blessings 
Are Spiritual 

In America we can thank God for 
freedom of worship. The mere fact 
that the President of the United 
States proclaims this national holiday 
to thank God for His blessings upon 
our land shows that our Government 
is friendly to religion. That we may 
go to church every Sunday is a privi- 
lege of inestimable worth. Just ask 
fellow Christians behind the Iron 
Curtain or the Bamboo Curtain what 
freedom to worship would mean to 


them. 


The Greatest Spiritual Gift 


Is Jesus Christ 
God bestows the gift of salvation 
freely in Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Savior. God sent His Son to live, to 
die, to arise from the dead for us. 
Christ alone can lead us to heaven. 
The turnpikes to hell are four-lane 
all the way, with one-way traffic. But 
‘Christ is the only Way to heaven. He 
leads us. single-file over the same 
narrow pathway of faith. The Son of 
God, in the Word and in the Sacra- 
‘ment, is the one and only Way. 
If we were starving, if our land 
‘were parched, if war devastated our 
‘cities, we should still fly to church 
on Thanksgiving Day to thank God 
‘for Christ. 
Christ puts joy into our hearts. He 
‘wipes the tears from our eyes, the 
‘frowns from our faces, the anxieties 
from our minds. 

So on this Thanksgiving Day we 
-shall give thanks, genuine thanks. 
‘This is the one thing that we can 
really give. And we shall express 
our thanks in many ways: we shall 
‘pray; we shall cultivate gratitude for 
'God’s magnificent universe and His 
multifold gifts; we shall worship our 
‘Lord and Savior; we shall contribute 
‘our time, energy, enthusiasm, and 
‘talents to Christ’s kingdom; we shall 
‘bring our offerings to God’s altar; we 
sshall dedicate our very lives to Him. 
Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, 


For He is good, 
And His mercy endureth forever. 


VEMBER 20, 1956 
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SYNODICAL CONFERENCE 
CONVENTION 


Eighty-four years ago a number 
of Lutheran synods united in a close 
federation called the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Synodical Conference of North 
America. This union was based on 
wholehearted allegiance to the Scrip- 
tures and the Lutheran Confessions, 
and on sincere agreement in doctrine 
and practice. The Synodical Confer- 
ence was dedicated to the joint pres- 
ervation of Scriptural unity, the joint 
witness against error and schism, the 
joint promotion of the work of the 
church, and the joint endeavor of 
attracting other Lutherans into this 
true unity. Through the years, amid 
stresses and controversies involving 
other bodies, many strong and in- 
timate ties have bound the members 
of the Synodical Conference together: 
family, community of interests, com- 
plete church fellowship, joint projects 
in education, missions, and welfare. 
For two generations this close fellow- 
ship was cherished as a precious gift 
of God, rich in tangible blessing and 
evoking grateful doxologies. 

This happy situation no longer ex- 
ists. For perhaps the last 20 years 
intersynodical relations have steadily 
deteriorated until the Synodical Con- 
ference has arrived at the breaking 
point. On June 24, 1955, the Nor- 
wegian Synod declared that its “fel- 
lowship relations with The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod are sus- 
pended on the basis of Rom. 16:17, 
and that the exercise of such relations 
cannot be resumed until the offenses 
contrary to the doctrine which we 
have learned have been removed by 
them in a proper manner.” Also in 
1955 the Wisconsin Synod declared 
that “the Lutheran Church — Mis- 
souri Synod .. . has brought about 
the present break in relations that is 
now threatening the existence of the 
Synodical Conference and the con- 
tinuation of our affiliation with the 
sister Synod.” The Wisconsin Synod 
resolved, however, to take final action 
in a recessed session to be held after 
the 1956 convention of The Lutheran 
Church — Missouri Synod. Since then 
the Wisconsin Synod has held its re- 
cessed convention and has resolved 
to continue for the present in a “vig- 
orously protesting fellowship.” 

What has brought about this threat 
of a rupture of fraternal relations? 
Both the Wisconsin Synod and the 
Norwegian Synod have charged the 
Missouri Synod with wrongdoing in 
a number of areas over a period of 
a number of years. Specifically, the 
Missouri Synod’s union negotiations, 
together with the Common Confes- 
sion, policies respecting military chap- 
laincies, Boy Scouts, and _ other 
matters, have been characterized as 
evidence of a “persistent adherence 
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to its unionistic practices.” The Mis- 
souri Synod, on the other hand, has 
steadfastly defended its course of ac- 
tion as being in harmony with the 
Scriptures. 

This, then, is the situation that will 
face the delegates and visitors to the 
forthcoming convention of the Synod- 
ical Conference in Chicago, beginning 
December 4. The gravity of the mat- 
ter can hardly be overestimated. On 
the deliberations and decisions of the 
convention may hinge the further life 
of the Synodical Conference. 

A number of questions must, there- 
fore, engage the attention of the dele- 
gates: (1) Are the charges against 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod justified? (2) Is the defense 
of The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod satisfactory? (3) Do the ten- 
sions among the several synods in- 
volve doctrinal differences, or are 
these tensions confined to disagree- 
ment concerning methods of dealing 
with certain problems of life? (4) Are 
the existing differences of a nature 
to make separation desirable or even 
mandatory? (5) Can the Synodical 
Conference be preserved, or is its dis- 
solution inevitable? (6) If the prob- 
lems now disturbing the intersynod- 
ical peace need not make separation 
inevitable, what can be done to re- 
activate the Synodical Conference as 
a God-pleasing instrument to mani- 
fest the unity of the Spirit and to 
march forward by the grace and 
power of God in a vigorous and faith- 
ful prosecution of His work? 

There may be in some a feeling 
of indignation, frustration, and even 
despair. Surely, no one who sincerely 
loves the church and is aware of the 
potentialities of a stoutly confessional 
church and cherishes the fellowship 
of faith and work can be indifferent 
to the present state of affairs. 

Indeed, we are perplexed, but, 
please God, we are not in despair. 
As we approach this convention, let 
us all, in utter honesty and humility, 
confess our frailties and failures be- 
fore God, who discerns our hearts 
and tries our inward parts. Let no 
one attending this convention expect 
the other fellow, not him, to do all the 
repenting. Only when we all become 
completely small, indeed nothing be- 
fore God, will God enlarge us; only 
when we are weak, will God make us 
strong again. Let all delegates come 
to the convention aware of the critical 
situation, fully informed on the issues 
and the far-reaching consequences of 
the action to be taken. And let all of 
us, delegates and those whom they 
will represent, prostrate ourselves be- 
fore the throne of the holy God, who 
is our Father in Christ, in humble, 
fervent, persevering prayer, daring to 
hope that our extremity is God’s op- 


portunity. tyerpert J. A. BouMAN 
St. Louis, Mo. 
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“Mortholes, Jagows, Rengstorfs 
arrived safely today. Need stoves, re- 
frigerators, and about 27 more mis- 
sionaries to fill our needs. Melphim,” 
was the cable which Synod’s Board 
for Foreign Missions received Oc- 
tober 5. “Melphim” is the code name 
for the Missouri Evangelical Lutheran 
Philippine Island Mission. The cable 
refers to the arrival of Rev. and Mrs. 
Donald. Morthole, Rev. and Mrs. 
Frederick Jagow, and Rev. and Mrs. 
Elton Rengstorf. 

Dr. O. H. Schmidt, Executive Sec- 
retary of the Board, explained to the 
Witness that the Board furnishes the 
missionaries with stoves and refrig- 
erators. “We heartily concur that to 
fill the needs in the Philippine Mis- 
sion, we could use 27 more mission- 
aries if we had them and if we had 
sufficient funds to send out the men 
and support them,” he said. 


“Ellis Island in New York Harbor 
is to be sold to the highest bidder 
November 13. This announcement 
reminds thousands of Lutherans of 
their landing on the soil of the land 
‘where one could pick silver and gold 
from trees as you do fruit,’” Julius 
F. E. Nickelsburg wrote the WITNEss. 

“For 106 years the Lutheran 
Church has conducted missionary and 
welfare programs to aid fellow Lu- 
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therans coming to the U.S., first at 
the Old Castle Garden receiving sta- 
tion and then at Ellis Island. 

“The Lutheran Immigrant House 
at 26 State Street and the Pilgerhaus, 
8 State Street, both facing Battery 
Park, were the first homes for thou- 
sands of Lutherans in the U.S. 

“Among the missionaries to serve 
the immigrants were Revs. Stephanus 
Keyl, Otto H. Restin, Adolph G. Dick, 
Carl E. Gallmann, and William M. 
Stieve. 

“Heinrich Christiansen, a Lu- 
theran, from the German town of 
Cleve, was the first white immigrant 
who sailed into New York Bay in 
1611. 

“At the present time the staff of 
the Metropolitan Lutheran Inner Mis- 
sion Society, headed by Executive 
Secretary Stieve, is in charge of 
Synod’s activities for immigrants at 
New York Harbor,” Mr. Nickelsburg 
reported. 


Prof. Jean Labutut, director of 
graduate studies in the School of 
Architecture at Princeton University, 
has been engaged by the Valparaiso 
University Board of Directors as cam- 
pus planning consultant for all build- 
ings constructed on the east campus 
during the next four years, Dr. O. P. 
Kretzmann announced. 
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AT BEREA CHURCH, DETROIT, 116 CHILDREN WERE BAPTIZED IN AUGUST. The picture shows 
the group of 30 infants and children who received the Sacrament of Holy Baptism August 26. 
Contacts were made through Berea’s Sunday school and branch Sunday school, which have 
a total enrollment of 550, and through the Christian day school, which has 97 pupils this year. 


Rev. Vernon R. Schreiber (back row, left) is the pastor of the ten-year-old congregation. Summer 
Vicar Jackie Wilson is at the extreme right. 
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FIFTY SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS of 
the Central Illinois District met September 9 in 
Redeemer Church, Peoria, Ill., for the first of 
three District-wide conferences to study the 
synodical Sunday School Standard. Rev. R. C. 
Rein, District Executive Secretary, and Rev. 
Edwin Hahn, chairman of the District Board for 
Parish Education, conducted the meetings. 


The first international conference 
on Luther research drew 85 Protes- 
tant scholars from 18 countries to the 
University of Aarhus, Copenhagen, 
Denmark. Reports showed that Lu- 
ther research work is being carried 
on in Germany, Scandinavia, the 
United States, Great Britain, Italy, 
and Hungary; that scholars of other 
denominations, even Roman Catholic 
experts, are studying the life and 
work of Luther. 

Among the lecturers on Luther’s 
doctrine of sanctification, his ecclesi- 


ology, and his interpretation of Holy — 


Scripture were Dr. J. J. Pelikan, Jr., 
of Chicago, and Prof. Roland H. Bain- 
ton of Yale Divinity School, author 
of Here I Stand. 

“This conference ... augurs well 
for the future of a field of studies 
which in intricacy and international 
scope may well be second only to 
that of Biblical research,” Dr. E. Gor- 
don Rupp stated in the August 23 
Manchester Guardian Weekly. 


The Catholic Book of the Month 
Club selection, The Last of the Con- 
quistadores, Junipero Serra by Abbe 
Omer Englebert, drew fire from Rev. 
Eric O’Brien, O.F.M., priest of the 
Franciscan Order in Santa Barbara, 
Calif. The author is a French priest 
who spent some years in Southern 
California) and Mexico. “Father 
Englebert plays card-tricks with his- 
tory,” said Father O’Brien. “This 


book adds nothing to the store of 


knowledge about Padre Serra... . 
It really shows that writing history 
should not be done in haste, and that 
emotions of the writer should not 
alter facts recorded.” 


ta A Ladin 


One hundred college students 
came from five states to attend the 
Rocky-Plains Regional Conference 
of Gamma Delta at the University of 
Wyoming, Laramie, October 12—14. 
The students represented 15 chapters 
of Gamma Delta on campuses in Col- 
orado, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, 
and Wyoming. 

Rev. H. F. Werling, pastor of Zion 
Lutheran Church, Laramie, and ad- 
viser to the Gamma Chi local chapter 
of the Missouri Synod Lutheran 
student organization, reports that 
during the past year Zion Congrega- 
tion has experienced a 60-per-cent 
growth in communicant membership 
and has doubled its goal for missions. 


The Evangelical and Reformed 
Church at the triennial meeting of 
its General Synod in Lancaster, Pa., 
unanimously voted to merge with the 
Congregational Christian Churches, 
whose General Council sanctioned the 
merger last June. 

Dr. James E. Wagner, president of 
the E and R Church, said that al- 
though the formal union of the two 
denominations will be consummated 
in June 1957, “it will take a half cen- 
tury or a century to feel its full ef- 
fect.” 


The anti-Zionist American Coun- 
cil for Judaism was denounced re- 
cently in a statement signed by 1,350 
rabbis from the Orthodox, Conserva- 
tive, and Reform branches of Amer- 
ican Judaism. The statement accused 
the council of “misrepresenting the 
Jewish people before the bar of pub- 
lie opinion.” 
. “As loyal Americans interested in 
the survival of a dynamic democracy 
in a backward part of the world,” 
‘they said, “we will not be deterred 
from speaking up on behalf of Israel 
‘or of any other nation when we feel 
‘that principles of justice and morality 
‘have been violated.” 
- In reply, Rabbi Elmer Berger, ex- 
‘ecutive vice-president of the council, 
‘described the statement as an “in- 
‘temperate attack” and said it “does 
justice neither to Judaism nor the 
rabbinate. It is significant that more 
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MR. AND. MRS. CLIFFORD MALCOTT OF GREAT FALLS, MONT., ADOPTED SIX CHILDREN in 


18 months. Front row, |. to r.: Laurie, Jerry, Pat, Susie. Back row: Mr. Malcott, Charlotte, 
Mrs. Malcott, and Betty. A year and a half ago the couple adopted Laurie. Three months 
later they took five other children into their home for a trial period and later adopted them. 
All six were baptized in Trinity Lutheran Church by Pastor E. Leckband. Mrs. Malcott is a 
communicant member of Trinity. Mr. Malcott, a medical technologist, attends church regularly, 


but has not yet become a member. 


than 2,000 rabbis refused to sign this 
statement.” 

“The most fundamental questions 
confronting American Jews today,” he 
emphasized in expressing his organi- 
zation’s opinion, are whether Jews 
are “a religious or a national group” 
in the U.S. and what attitudes they 
express and actions they take with 
regard to Israel. 


Although Bible societies are set- 
ting new records each year in dis- 
tributing the printed Word, they are 
having difficulty in keeping pace with 
the annual world population increase 
of 25,000,000, Dr. William J. Platt, 
general secretary of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, stated in Lon- 
don. Last year the society circulated 
a record 7,830,000 Bibles and portions, 
an increase of 700,000 over the total 
for 1954. 

Preparations are under way in 
Russia to print Bibles for Protestant 
churches there, he reported. The 
Russian Embassy in London had ac- 
cepted the plates for shipment to 
Moscow without charge to the so- 
ciety. A cable from Moscow acknowl- 
edged the arrival of the plates and 
the start of publication plans. 


“COLORADO LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL, DENVER, dedicated September 30, enrolls 145 students. 
\Erected at a cost of $102,000, with the help of an $85,000 loan from the Aid Association for 
Lutherans, the new building has six classrooms. The Colorado Lutheran High School Association, 
‘which operates the school, is an organization of individuals devoted to the “‘preservation of our 
‘teenagers’ souls for Christ and heaven,’’ the dedication program stated. 
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The American Lutheran Church 
at its convention in Blue Island, II1., 
warned its congregations against both 
“hasty action” and “inaction” in in- 
tegrating members of several races ‘or 
economic groups. 

“In any matter involving deeply 
felt emotions, even among sincere 
Christians,” a statement adopted by 
the convention said, “what is the 
soundest, most God-pleasing answer 
is not always immediately clear. 
Precipitate or ill-advised action — 
but also inaction — will weaken the 
ministry of the church.” 

The statement counseled “prayer- 
ful and sober discussion of the situa- 
tion in the light of men’s under- 
standing of God’s Word, if need be 
extending over a period of months 
or perhaps even several years.” 

But when the “path to travel be- 
comes clear, action must follow even 
at the possible, if unlikely, risk of los- 
ing a few unconvinced dissenters to 
some other congregation.” 

The delegates defeated a motion 
to delete a section of the statement 
which said that Christ “did not seek 
to eliminate race and class differ- 
ences.” 

The document was called a State- 
ment on Segregation and Stratifica- 
tion. Dr. R. Dale Lechleitner, secre- 
tary of the ALC’s Board of American 
Missions, explaining the title, said, 
“Some of the problems of changing 
communities have nothing to do with 
color. They are economic.” 

“Segregation,” the statement said, 
“srows out of man’s prejudice and 
finds its support in differences in skin 
color or physical appearance. Social 
stratification arises largely from dif- 
ferences in levels of living or social 
standing. Such man-made distinc- 
tions of race and class belie the fun- 
damental unity of the human race as 
God created it.” 
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The Valparaiso University Guild 
held its 25th anniversary convention 
on the campus, September 28—30. 
Organized in 1931 with a membership 
of six, the guild now numbers 6,500 
in 100 chapters. 

Welcoming the 450 guild members, 
Dr. O. P. Kretzmann, president of the 
university, said that the silver anni- 
versary of the guild is a significant 
milestone, “not only in the history of 
the organization but also in the con- 
tinuing story of the progress of Val- 
paraiso University. In almost every 
forward step during the past quarter 
of a century — physical, academic, 
spiritual — the guild has played an 
important and compelling role.” 

Re-elected officers are: president, 
Mrs. William A. Drews, Buffalo, N. Y.; 
first vice-president, Mrs. Roy C. 
Frank, Chevy Chase, Md.; second 
vice-president, Mrs. Charles St. Clair, 
Rockford, Ill.; and treasurer, Mrs. 
Walter J. Kraus, Monroe, Mich. Mrs. 
Edward Busse, Aurora, IIl., succeeds 
the retiring secretary, Mrs. Frank J. 
Schumm, Toledo, Ohio. 

All former presidents of the guild 
attended the convention. They are 
Mrs. E. W. Schultz, Milwaukee; Mrs. 
H. W. Bartels, Cleveland Heights; 
Mrs. H. A. Eberline, Detroit; Mrs. 
Walter N. Hoppe, Lakewood, Ohio; 
Mrs. A. A. Taube, Oak Park, IIL; 
Miss Louise F. Nicolay, South Bend, 
Ind.; Mrs. Walter A. Hansen, Saint 
Louis; and Mrs. E. T. J. Birner, Mat- 
toon, Ill. 


In Berlin, leaders of Protestant 
and Roman Catholic churches have 
called for efforts to combat the propa- 
ganda of the sects, which the leaders 
regard as endangering the stability 
of the churches. These sects include 


the Jehovah’s Witnesses, the New 
Apostolic Church, the Adventists, the 
Pentecostals, and the Mormons. How- 
ever, most of the warnings have been 
directed against the Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses. 

Lutheran Bishop Wilhelm Her- 
mann Halfman of Kiel warned that 
the sectarian campaigns are bolstered 
by “enormous” sums of money and 
involve more personnel than that of 
all Protestant missionary efforts 
combined. 


The 187 day schools affiliated with 
the National Union of Christian 
Schools currently enrolled 36,000 
pupils, Dr. J. A. van Bruggen, head 
of the Union’s teacher-recruitment 
committee, reported at the group’s 
36th annual convention in Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 

Schools represented in the Union 
are controlled by parents of the Cal- 
vinistic faith, mostly members of the 
Christian Reformed Church, and are 
operated by societies organized inde- 
pendently of churches. 


A long-range program of co-op- 
eration in parish education was 
launched by the eight church bodies 
in the National Lutheran Council. 
The joint effort was assured when 
the United Lutheran Church in 
America at its convention in Harris- 
burg unanimously approved the pro- 
posal, originated by its own Board of 
Parish Education. 

Earlier this year the plan was en- 
dorsed at conventions of the seven 
other bodies in the NLC: The Evan- 
géelical Lutheran Church, American 
Lutheran Church, Augustana Lu- 
theran Church, United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Lutheran Free 
Church, American Evangelical Lu- 


NATIONAL LUTHERAN PARENT-TEACHER LEAGUE COUNCIL held its quarterly meeting Sep- 


tember 21 at River Forest. 
now has 424 societies. 
education and, 


The council guides the program of the three-year-old NLPTL, which 
The League helps local groups to develop a sound program of parent 
through synodical channels or the Lutheran Education Association’s editorial 


committee, issues study materials on Christian child training. 


Among the benefits which members consider most helpful are: 


packets; ‘‘Nurture,”’ 


the League’s quarterly newsletter; and the annual convention, 
devoted to workshops in various areas of parent-teacher interest. 


the annual parent-teacher 
largely 
At its convention last 


summer the NLPTL resolved on (1) a program of expansion; (2) the organization of Sunday 
School Parent-Teacher Leagues; and (3) the encouragement of existing groups to include in 
membership the parents of Sunday school children. 


I. to r.: Rev. 
Bueltmann, New Berlin, IIl., 
vice-president; Dr. Wa'demar Link, 
Dr. Oscar Feucht, St. Louis. 
Rev. W. C. Maas. 
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Council members, 


Park Ridge, 


Ill., president; Mrs. 
Council members not included on the picture are Walter H. 


Poul Roeder, Chicago; Howard Swacina, Beloit, Wis., treasurer; Rev. A. J. 
editor; Mrs. Maria Stelter, Riverdale, III., 


secretary; Arthur Fenker, La Porte, Ind., 
Lucille Klaas, St. Louis, secretary; 
Hartkopf and 
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theran Church, and Suomi Synod. 
A joint board and staff will “pro- 
gressively take over the functions of 
the present Boards of Parish Edu- 
cation.” 

A proposal to the ULCA conven- 
tion by its Board of Parish Education 
re-affirmed its belief “that the public 
school is the basic institution for gen- 
eral education in our society” and 
asserted “the responsibility of its 
constituency to support and improve 
the public schools of our communi- 
ties.” The convention asked the 
board to “establish objectives and 
standards for Christian day schools, 
to assist congregations, upon their 
request, in determining their needs 
and resources for establishing and 
conducting Christian day schools.” 
A recent survey of ULCA pastors 
showed that of more than 2,000 re- 
plies, 60% felt the ULCA should 
establish parochial schools. Sixteen 
ULCA congregations now have paro- 
chial schools with one or more 
grades; two operate schools with 
Grades 1 to 8. 

Some of the interest in Christian 
day schools, Board Secretary S. White 
Rhyne said, “seems to be the result 
of congregations being located in 
communities plagued by low moral 
standards or served by schools un- 
able to cope with the problem.” 


Dr. William F. Arndt sent the Wit- 
NEss the following news item from 
Cambridge, England: “On October 12, 
Columbus Day, three men met in 
Cambridge, England, in the home of 
Rev. E. Cimala of the Polish Lutheran 
Church to found a Lutheran seminary 
in Great Britain. Present were: Mr. A. 
Putce of Birmingham, graduate of 
a Lithuanian college; Pastor Cimala, 
a friendly visitor; and the writer, who 
is to be the first instructor of the new 
school. 

“It was a very humble beginning, 
but we had the assurance that our 
great God, whom we implored for 
help and guidance, uses even little 
things to accomplish His blessed de- 
signs. If the Lord of the Church pro- 
vides means for the establishment of 
a Luther House, the little plant will 
have an opportunity to develop in 
a healthy manner. In His name we 
shall continue. May the prayers of 
our fellow Lutherans pe dan the 
world assist us.’ 


j 

Ralph E. Dinger, M. A., former 
infantryman, parish school teacher, 
principal, and member of the editorial 
department of Concordia Publishing 
House, on June 25 joined the staff of 
Synod’s Board for Parish Education 
as assistant editor of vacation Bible 
school materials. He was inducted 
into office October 7 in St. Matthew’s 
Church, St. Louis. Rev. Justus P. 
Kretzmann, chairman of the Board, 
read the installation rites. 
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Publisher: Concordia Publishing House 


98-1344 Once He Came in Blessing — 
18 cents. 


98-1345 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice — 
18 cents. 


98-1346 All Praise to Thee, Eternal God 
— 18 cents. 


98-1350 All Glory Be to God on High 
— 20 cents. 
Settings by Richard Wienhorst. SATB. 
Richard Wienhorst applies a modern 
idiom to the above classic melodies. Not 
difficult to sing. 


Seven Contemporary Chorale Settings 
for Male Voices. By Richard Wien- 
horst. 80 cents. 

These new settings will prove a boon 
for male voices. The chorales, written in 
three-part harmony, to be sung a cap- 
pella, cover the great seasons of the 
church year. The price is reasonable, the 
printing excellent. 


98-1139 To Shepherds as They Watched 
by Night. Setting by Richard War- 
ner. Unison or Two-Part Voices, 
SA. 20 cents. 

An easy setting of a hymn by Martin 

Luther to the melody Puer nobis nasci- 

tur (L.H., 103) for junior choir. Organ 

‘or piano accompaniment. 


98-1140 Thy Little Ones Are We. Set- 
ting by Lloyd Pfautsch. SA. 
18 cents. 

This is a setting of a popular Danish 
Christmas carol. The melody is by J. A. 
P. Schulz. Interesting accompaniment 
for piano or organ. 


98-1141 There Is a Name I Love to Hear. 
. Setting by Richard Wienhorst. 
SA. 18 cents. 

' The poem by Frederick Whitefield is 
sung to the melody of Lobt Gott, ihr 
‘Christen by Nikolaus Herman. Excel- 
‘lent for New Year’s Day services. Organ 
,accompaniment. 


97-6222 Christmas Cantata. By Phil- 
‘ ipp Friedrich Buchner. Edited by 
Adam Gattron. English text by 
Theo. P. Klammer. 60 cents. 


mine pages long, the Cantata could well 
be performed in a Christmas service. Be- 
ginning with a two-part message that the 
Savior is born, it gradually builds up to 
a magnificent climax with the “Glory to 
od in the Highest” in five parts. Va- 
riety is achieved by a short recitative for 
enor, a three-part chorus for soprano, 
Ito, and tenor, followed by two pages for 
to and bass and then the “Glory to 
God” chorus. All numbers are easy to 
‘sing and delightful to listen to. Easy or- 
gan accompaniment adds _ harmony, 
counterpoint, and interesting back- 
und. The Foreword should inspire 
schoir and choirmaster. 

WALTER WISMAR 
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Death 


Walter F. Docter (October 11, 1893, 
Fort Wayne, Ind., to August 2, Columbus, 
Ohio), son of Matthias and Wilhelmina 
Lepper Docter; graduated Concordia 
College, Fort Wayne, 1912, and Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, 1915. 

He was pastor of Concordia Church, 
Cleveland, Ohio, 1915—28; and Emman- 
uel, Lancaster, Ohio, 1928 until his re- 
tirement on January 1, 1956. He was 
a former Secretary of the Central District 
and member of its Board of Directors 
and Board of Finance. 

His first wife, the former Gladys Roos, 
whom he married in 1916, died in 1923. 
He is survived by his widow, the former 
Onilda Komber, who became his wife 
in 1925; three sons: Robert, Lancaster; 
George and William, Columbus; and 
a daughter, Dorothy Snyder, Bremen, 
Ohio. 

Rev. Paul Holtzen conducted a service 
for the family. For the funeral service 
August 4 in Emmanuel Church, Lan- 
caster, synodical Vice-President Walter 
F. Lichtsinn preached, Visitor Walter 
Pohl spoke for the local pastoral con- 
ference, and the undersigned read the 


committal rites. W. H. MoeEtier 


Emil H. Spaude (September 10, 1903, 
Annandale, Minn., to August 12, 1956, 
Minneapolis), son of Fred and Elizabeth 
Strecker Spaude; graduated Concordia 
College, St. Paul, 1925, and Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, 1928. 

After serving several stations from 
Creston, B.C., Can., 1928—30, he held 
pastorates in Minnesota: Atwater, 1930 
to 1946; Windom, 1946—53; Hutchinson 
(Peace), 1953—56; and Coon Rapids, 1956 
until his death. He was a former Visitor 
and member of the Minnesota District 
Board of Directors. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Elvira Ladwig, whom he married 
in 1930; three daughters: Marlene Geb- 
hard, Minneapolis; Mertice and Myrna; 
and a son, Myron. 

For the funeral service August 15 in 
Christ Church, Minneapolis, District 
President H. A. Gamber preached; the 
undersigned officiated and read the com- 
mittal rites in Zion Cemetery near An- 


nandale, Minn. Wr44am H. SuTTERER 


Emil J. Studt (January 19, 1889, Ben- 
ton County, Iowa, to August 16, 1956, 
Quincy, Ill.), son of Henry and Mary 
Tatge Studt; graduated Addison Teach- 
ers Seminary, 1909; taught in the schools 
of Holy Cross Church, St. Louis, 1909—13; 
and Immanuel, Waterloo, Iowa, 1913—49, 
when he retired because of failing health. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Frances Kettler, whom he mar- 


ried in 1910; two daughters: Mrs. A. H. 
Stellhorn, St.Louis; and Mrs. Virgil 
Berblinger, Quincy; and a son, Milton, 
Los Angeles. 


For the funeral service August 20 in 
the Church of St. John, Quincy, Rev. W. 
D. Oetting, President of the Iowa Dis- 
trict East, preached; the undersigned 
officiated and read the committal rites 
in Greenmount Cemetery. 


J. C, LANDSKROENER 


{449} 


Arthur F. Kirstein, 50, and Harold 
Bacon, 39, teachers at Luther Memorial 
School, Cleveland, were killed August 20 
in an automobile accident near Bryan, 
Ohio, enroute to a conference. 

Teacher Kirstein, son of Fred and 
Henrietta Schroeder Kirstein, was born 
July 25, 1906, in Cleveland; graduated 
Concordia Teachers College, River For- 
est, 1927; taught in the school of Trinity 
Church, Stewardson, IIl., 1927—28; Zion, 
Maple Heights, Ohio, 1928—35; St. Paul’s, 
New Haven, Ind., 1935—44; and Christ 
(Luther Memorial School, 1948), Cleve- 
land, 1944 until his death. 

He is survived by his wife, the former 
Lydia Soller, whom he married in 1936; 
and a daughter, Natalie. 

Teacher Bacon, son of Harold and 
Clara Wendt Bacon, was born April 27, 
1917, in Chicago; graduated Concordia 
Teachers College, River Forest, 1938; 
taught in the schools of Trinity Church, 
Stewardson, Ill., 1939—40; Concordia, 
Louisville, Ky., 1940—44; Vallonia, Ind., 
194445; Immanuel, Cleveland, 1945—49; 
and Trinity (Luther Memorial School), 
Cleveland, 1949 until his death. 

He is survived by his wife, the former 
Alice Kohler, whom he married in 1941; 
two sons, Harold and Mark; and a daugh- 
ter, Lynn. 

At the funeral service for both 
teachers August 23 in Christ Church, 
Cleveland, the undersigned officiated, 
Rev. Werner H. Jurgens preached, and 
Teacher Edgar V. Tassler spoke for the 
Teachers Conference. Pastor Jurgens 
read the committal rites for Teacher 
Kirstein in Lutheran Cemetery, Cleve- 
land; Rev. John F. Kutz, for Teacher 
Bacon, in Louisville, Ky. 

RicHarpD P. MrEIBOHM 


Theodore H. Roschke (May 21, 1890, 
Freistatt, Mo., to August 31, 1956, Saint 
Louis), son of Rev. John and Bertha 
Jungkuntz Roschke; graduated St. Paul’s 
College, Concordia, Mo., 1910, and Con- 
cordia Seminary, St.Louis, 1913. 

He was missionary in western Colo- 
rado, 1913—15; pastor of Immanuel 
Church, Wichita, Kans., 1915—22; Holy 
Cross, Collinsville, Ill., 1922—49; institu- 
tional chaplain, Kansas City, Mo., 1949 
to 1953, when he retired because of fail- 
ing health. He was a former Visitor; 
member of the Board for Parish Educa- 
tion, Southern Illinois District; Electoral 
Board of St.Paul’s College, Concordia, 
and of Concordia Seminary, Springfield; 
Synod’s Church Extension Board. 

His wife, the former Hilda Penne- 
kamp, whom he married in 1916, died 
in 1949. He is survived by three sons: 
Rev. Norbert, Joplin, Mo.; Theodore H., 
Jr., Collinsville; and Rev. Francis, Le- 
may, Mo. 

The undersigned conducted the fu- 
neral service September 3 in Holy Cross 
Church, Collinsville, and read the com- 
mittal rites in the Collinsville Lutheran 
Cemetery. Vice-President Paul F. Harre 
spoke for the Southern Illinois District 
and for the Western District. 


WALTER A, RAEDEKE 


Emil E. Mars (February 16, 1880, 
Tawas City, Mich., to September 3, 1956, 
Brentwood, Mo.), son of Frederick and 
Alwina Woizeske Marzinski; graduated 
Concordia College, Milwaukee, 1900, and 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1903. 
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He was pastor of St.Paul’s Church, 
Posen, Mich., 1903—07; Trinity, Altheim, 
Mo., 1907—11; Concordia, Maplewood, 
Mo., 1911—40, when he resigned because 
of failing health, He was a member 
of the Western District Mission Board. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Anna Grannemann, whom ‘he 
married in 1903; one son: Elmer, St. 
Louis; and one daughter: Rita Kienzle, 
Chicago. 

The undersigned, assisted by Rev. Wil- 
liam E. Goerss, conducted the funeral 
service September 6 in Mount Calvary 
Church, Brentwood, and read the com- 
mittal rites in Our Redeemer Cemetery. 
Dr. E. L. Roschke spoke for the Western 
District. THEODORE W. SCHROEDER 


Announcement 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATES 


Ordained and Commissioned: 
Bauer, Robert A., as missionary to the deaf in 


Alberta and Saskatchewan, Can., in Grace, 
Edmonton, Alta., by A. J. Mueller, Oct. 14. 


Ordained and Installed: 

Baumann, E. T., Trinity, Beeville; St. Paul’s, 
Three Rivers, Tex., by T. H. Graalmann, 
Oe: 

Meyer, Paul, ordained in Faith, Arlington 
Heights, Ill, by Dr. Adolf F. Meyer, 
Sept. 23; installed as assistant pastor, Faith, 
Arlington Heights, Ill., by Edgar H. Beh- 
rens, Oct. 7. 


Installed: HSE ee 


Bannon, Robert O., as associate professor at 
Concordia College, Milwaukee, Wis., at Mt 
Olive, Milwaukee, Wis., by Pres. H. W. Bax- 
mann, Oct. 14. 

Bruch, Bernard W., St. John’s, Newhall, Iowa, 
by Julius E. Koch, Oct. 21. 

Christian, William, Zion, Colby, Wis., by F. H. 
Sprengeler, Oct. 7. f 
Dundek, Albert, Lutheran Institutional Min- 
istry, Cleveland, Ohio, by Robert Rolf, 

Sept. 16. 

Geist, Carl, Concordia (new mission church 
Greater Miami area), South Miami-Kendall, 
Fla., by Pres. C. F. Kellermann, Oct. 21. 

Hauser, John, Peace, St. Paul, Minn., by Karl 
H. Hauser, Oct. 7. 

Jennrich, Walter A., associate professor, Con- 
cordia College, Milwaukee, Wis., Mt. Olive, 
Milwaukee, Wis., by Pres. H. W. Baxmann, 
Oct. 14. 

Klattenhoff, George F. A., Grace, Iola, Kans., 
by R. F. H. Pralle, Oct. 7. 

Mattil, Frederick A., Trinity, Gadsden, Ala., 
by Theodore G. Ahrendt, Sept. 30. 

Meyer, John W., St. Paul’s, Mattoon, Ill., by 
Martin H. Rothe, Oct. 21. 

Moeller, Howard C., Immanuel, Pleasant 
Grove; Trinity, Boonville, Mo., by Daniel 
De Block, Jr., Oct. 21. 

Polley, Victor M., Messiah, Hays, Kans., by 
V. W. Brack, Oct. 14. 

Rader, Robert, St. Peter’s, East St. Louis, IIl., 
by Don C. Preisinger, Oct. 14. 

Rehwaldt, Frederick A., St. Paul’s, Leola; Im- 
manuel, Long Lake, S. Dak., by Edgar H. 
Streufert, Oct. 7. 

Riemer, Ora C., Hope, Niagara Falls, N. Y., by 
Elvin J. Riemer, Oct. 21. 

Russert, Luther, Bethlehem, Renton, Wash., by 
Herman F. O. Warneck, Oct. 7. 

Sandmann, Rudolph D., St. Luke, Croydon, 
Pa., by Enno A. Schmoock, Oct. 14. 


Installed: ABS CHERS 


Blundell, Merle, Zion, Summit, UL, by H. E. 
Brauer, Sept. 16. 

Brott, Cand. Paul,-First, Long Beach, Calif., 
by E. H. Schroeder, Sept. 23. 

Ebel, Paul O., as teacher in Walter A. Maier 
Memorial High School, Los Angeles, in 
Trinity, Los Angeles, Calif., by Norbert C. 
Mueller, Sept. 16. 

Jones, Cand. Leroy E., Faith, Kansas City, 
Kans., by Martin E. Nees, Oct. 7. 


18 


Krueger, Cand. Donald, Immanuel, St. Louis, 
Mo., by John Oppliger, Sept. 30. 

Labrenz, E. Theodore, as teacher at Walter A. 
Maier Memorial High School, Los Angeles, 
Calif., in Trinity, Los Angeles, Calif., by 
Norbert C. Mueller, Sept. 16. 

Lutz, Cand. Bernhard, St. Martini, Milwaukee, 
Wis., by A. H. Oswald, Sept. 23. 

Oetting, Eugene, as teacher at Walter A. Maier 


Memorial High School, in Trinity, Los 
Angeles, Calif., by Norbert C. Mueller, 
Sept. 16. 

Scherer, Cand. Ronald, St. Paul, St. Clair 


Shores, Mich., by Erwin C. Beyer, Oct. 14. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Luther G. Bauer, Havre, Mont., has 
been appointed Visitor of the Central Circuit, 
to succeed Rev. Wilbur Franzmeier, who has 
accepted a call to another District. — Pau, M. 
FREIBURGER, President, Montana District. 

Rev. Karl S. Ansorge, Willmar, Minn., has 
been appointed Visitor of Circuit No. 3, South 
Minnetonka, to succeed Rev. L. M. Wetzel, 
who accepted a call into another circuit. — 
H. A. Gamser, President, Minnesota District. 

Vernon Arnold is ineligible for a call as 
a teacher in our church. — H. F. Kroun, Pres- 
ident, Southern Nebraska District. 

All correspondence with the President of 
the Southern Nebraska District should be di- 
rected to the undersigned. —H. F. Kroun, 
President, Southern Nebraska District, 613 
First St., Box 391, Rawlins, Wyo. 


Additional Nominations for 
Concordia Senior College 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Psychology 


Dr. Warren Schmidt, Calif., by 
Bethany, Chicago, Ill. 

Rev. Arthur O. Werfelmann, Libby, Mont.: 
Trinity, Alma, Mo. 


Health and Physical Education 


Prof. Ronald Gersmehl, Fort Wayne: Re- 
deemer, Warsaw, Ind. 
Prof. Wilbert W. Stelzer, Winfield, Kans.: 
Bethany, Chicago; Redeemer, Warsaw, Ind.; 

Trinity, Elmore, Ohio 


Sepulveda, 


Classical Languages 


Rev. H. Armin Moellering, Palisades Park, 
N.J.: Bethany, Chicago; Redeemer, Enid, 
Okla. 

Social Sciences 


Rev. Jeff Griffith Johnson, Jr., Los Angeles, 
Calif.: Trinity, Los Angeles 

Rev. Richard Sommerfeld, Manchester, Mo.: 
Trinity, Alma, Mo. 

Rev. Harvey Stegemoeller, Elmore, Ohio: Im- 
manuel, Wichita, Kans. 

Rev. Walter Uhlig, Pleasant Plains, Ill.: Christ, 
Jacksonville, Ill.; Calvary, Indianapolis, Ind. 


Religion 
Prof. Carl F. Graesser, Jr., St. Louis: Holy 
Cross, Detroit 
Rev. William Graumann, Riverside, Calif.: 


Immanuel, Wichita, Kans. 

Rev. F. Dean Lueking, River Forest, Ill.: Im- 
manuel, Wichita, Kans. 

Dr. John Stach, Fort Wayne: St. Peter’s, Fort 
Wayne 

Rev. Curtis C. Stephan, Bloomington, Ind.: 
Zion, Ashland, Wis. 

Prof. Arthur M. Vincent, St. Louis: Immanuel, 
East Aurora, N. Y. 

Prof. Edgar Walz, 


Warsaw, Ind. 
Philosophy 


Rev. Curtis Huber, South Bend, Ind.: Imman- 
uel, Wichita, Kans. 

Rev. Mihkel Soovik, Seabrook, N.J.: Saint 
John’s, Pittston, Pa.: St. John’s First, 
Bridgeton, N. J.; Grace, Hop Bottom, Pa. 

Dr. Richard H. Luecke, Princeton, N. J.: Cal- 
vary, Leonia, N.J.; Savior, Paramus, N. J.; 
Bethany, Trenton, N. J. 


Fort Wayne: Redeemer, 


Counselor 


Rev. Herman Heine, Kendallville, Ind.: 
manuel, East Aurora, N. Y. 

Rev. F. Dean Lueking, River Forest, Ill.: Im- 
manuel, Wichita, Kans. 

Rev. Harvey Stegemoeller, Elmore, Ohio: Im- 

‘* manuel, Wichita, Kans. 

Rev. Walter Wangerin, Edmonton, Alta., Can.: 
Ascension, St. Louis 

Prof. Edgar Walz, Fort Wayne: 
Warsaw, Ind. : 
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Im- 


Redeemer, 


THE. POSER eee WITNES 


Hebrew 


Prof. Holland H. Jones, St. Louis: Holy Cross, 
Detroit | 
Speech 


Marvin Ulmer, Mattoon, Ill.: St. Paul’s, Stras- 
burg, Ill. 

Wm. L. Waack, Keokuk, Messiah, 
Keokuk, Iowa 

Rev. Chas. E. Zeisser, Warren, Ohio: Imman- 

uel, East Aurora, N. Y 


Iowa: 


German 


Dr. G. L. Matuschka, Oxford, Ohio: Trinity, 
Parsons, Kans.; Zion, Pittsburg, Kans. i 
Dr. Erwin L. Meyer, Fort Wayne: Redeemer, 
Warsaw, Ind. i 
Dr. Gerhard Mundinger, Michigan State U.: | 
Immanuel, Broadlands, Ill. i 


History 


Dr. John Stach, Fort Wayne: Redeemer, War- 
saw, Ind. 
Music 


Prof. Herbert Nuechterlein, Fort Wayne: Re- 
deemer, Warsaw, Ind. 


Latin 


Rev. H. Armin Moellering, Palisades Park, 
N. J.: Trinity, Winfield, Kans. 

Prof. Hilton C. Oswald, Watertown, Wis.: 
Trinity, Freistadt, Wis. 


Natural Science 


Prof. C. T. Brandhorst, Seward, Nebr.: Re- 
deemer, Warsaw, Ind. 
Dr. John Klotz, River Forest, IIl.: 
Warsaw, Ind. 
Prof. W. H. Rusch, Fort Wayne: 
Warsaw, Ind. 
Greek 


Prof. Eugene Nissen, Fort Wayne: Redeemer, 

Warsaw, Ind. 

Additional statements with regard to the 
qualifications of those who have been nom- 
inated, or objections to nominees with reasons 
therefor, should be filed with the undersigned 
within three weeks after the appearance of 
this notice. Election date will be announced. 
—Currrorp E. Avuticx, Secretary, Board of 
Control, 3425 Crescent Ave., Fort Wayne, Ind. 


Redeemer, 


Redeemer, 


Synodical Conference Convention 


The 44th convention of the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Synodical Conference of North Amer- 
ica will be held at First St. Paul’s Church, 
Chicago, Ill., December 4—7, 1956. Registra- 
tion fee: $2.00. Worship service with celebra- 
tion of Holy Communion on the evening of 
December 4.— Martin H. FranzmMann, Sec- 


retary. 
Available 


To mission congregation: Communion ware: 
flagon, chalice, and paten. Free; prepaid ship- 
ment. — Sr. Joun’s LurHERAN CHURCH; Richard 
Cmeyla, Secretary; Luxemburg, Wis. 


Used pulpit and two kneeling benches. Will 
fit into pickup truck. Free. Sr. Joun’s Lu- 
THERAN CHuRCH, Rev. Theo. C. Predoehl, Box 
152, Withee, Wis. Phone: Owen 13-M. j 


To any mission congregation for shippin 
costs: reed organ (electrified) and baptisma 
font. Write before November 25 to: Rev. 
HermMan Resse, R. 2, Frazee, Mont. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Arndt, William F., Tyndale House, 16. Fel-— 
wyn Gardens, Cambridge, England. ; 
Auw, Hugh C., 6330 Southwood, 

St. Louis 5, Mo. ; 
Barg, Edgar E., Embarrass, Wis. ; 
Barth, G. Chr., D. D., em., ‘ 

7731 W. Lincoln Ave., West Allis 14, Wis. 
Bauermeister, John, Quincy, Calif. 
Bruch, Bernard W., Newhall, Iowa 
Buelow, Leonard P., 321 S. Andrews, 

Shawano, Wis. 

Dautenhahn, Theodore, em., 

3525 Giles Ave., St. Louis 16, Mo. 
Dierks, Reinhold, Box 433, 

Silver Bay, Minn. 

Ernstmeyer, Chaplain Milton S., 

Post Chapel Marine Corps School, 

Quantico, Va. 

Foelber, Paul F., 308 W. Tenth, 

Winfield, Kans. 

Gierke, William, em., 1709 Ave. D, 

Bismarck, N. Dak. 

Gilker, Alexander C., em., 5008 Pine St., 

La Mesa, Calif. ; 


Haupt, Robert C., 53 Marion Ave., 
Mount Vernon, N 


Hein, Berthold, em., 208 17th St., South, 
Benson, Minn. 


Herman, Darvin A., 49 MacArthur Rd., 
Plainville, Conn. 
Herrling, Prof. Walter, 
Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, Ind. 
Hoyer, Otto H., 318 E. Oklahoma, 
Blackwell, Okla. 
Laetsch, Theodore, D. D., em., 
1606 Illinois Ave., Sheboygan, Wis. 
Lemke, Waldemar A., 678 Johnson Pkwy., 
St. Paul 6, Minn. 
Luecht, Norman M., 1013 N. Western Ave., 
Marion, Ind. 
Maier, James P., c. r. m., 
573 B Darwood Ave., 
East Wenatchee, Wash. 
Marting, Henry C., em., 1115 K St., 
Fairbury, Nebr. 
Meichsner, Ernest T., Garber, Okla. 
Moeller, Walter H., 800 Lanreco Blvd., 
Lancaster, Ohio 
Moore, Gilbert C., 106 South 206th St., 
Seattle 88, Wash. 
Otten, Philip, 431 Saratoga Dr., 
San Antonio, Tex. 
Popp, Milton N., c. r. m., Box 1796, 
University, Ala. 


Puder, William L., 1124 S. Ashland Ave., 
Chicago 7, Ill. 


Reichmann, James, 8551 N. Green Bay Rd., 
Milwaukee 9, Wis. 

Riemer, Ora C., R. 47, Military Rd., 
Niagara Falls, N. Y. 

Rimbach, Raymond W., 803 Division St., 
Yakima, Wash. 

Scaer, Carl E., 36-B Oak Grove Dr., 
Baltimore 20, Md. 


Synod 


BUDGET RECEIVED 


1.77 
FEB. g 1,075,000 $ 546,33 
| et 
MARCH 7,150,000 _1,242,756.1" 
Ag 
APRIL 3,225,000 2,162,320.49 
MAY 4,300,000 3,013,996.00 
795,081 .32 
5,375,000 “yf 
JUNE ; 
00 
JULY 6,450,000 4,517,631 .00 
7,525,000 5,198,021 35 
ome 946.41 
906,846. 
8,600,000 5,906, 
SEPT. : 
me 9,675,000 7,014,010.98 


NOV 10,750,000 


11,825,000 


12,900,000 


Schroeder, Vernon M., c. r. m., 3949a Greer, 
St. Louis 7, Mo. 

Sonntag, Martin H., Conroy, Iowa 

Strickert, Arthur H., 24635 Penn Ave., 
Dearborn 8, Mich. 

Suelflow, Edwin, 411 12th, Franklin, Nebr. 

Weber, Edmund W., R. 5, Edgewater Rd., 
Valparaiso, Ind. 


Wuebben, James P., 1033 N. Hayes, Apt. 1, 
Pocatello, Idaho 


Teachers: 


Bartels, Fritz H., 5130 East 114th St., 
Garfield Heights 25, Ohio 

Bohlmann, Alfred R., Box 491, 
Plainview, Nebr. 

Budde, Lloyd, R. 1, German Church Rd., 
c/o Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Hinsdale, Ill. 


Fechner, Erwin, 18627 Telegraph Rd., 
Detroit 19, Mich. 


Goldenstern, Clarence E., 3118 Latham, 
Rockford, Ill. 
Heimsoth, Elroy L., R. 1, Onarga, Ill. 
Hirsch, Ivan A., 211 Melbourne, 
Houston 22, Tex. 
Jacob, Theodore, 3404 Oakland, 
Kansas City 2, Kans. 
Kaiser, Eldor C., 37 N. Marguerite, 
Ferguson 21, Mo. 
Kirch, Martin B., 436 E. Hillcrest Dr., 
Seward, Nebr. 
Lohrmann, Waldemar H., em., 
824 Pleasant St., Saginaw, Mich. 
Niermann, Harold E., 502 Swifts Hwy., R. 5, 
Jefferson City, Mo. 
Pflueger, Adolf H., em., 1512 Lucerne Ave., 
Lake Worth, Fla. 


Popp, Richard, 30 S. Edwards St., 
Altamont, Il. 


PLEDGED FOR 
FISCAL 1956 


District 


: 49,000 
piperta and Brith columbia ¥ ge0.anp 
rere and Nevada Ea 960,000 
Central eee eee ee 06-00 
Central Tilinois rs 138,000 
Colorado ---- 300,099 

6: 


Kansas, and Saskatchewan 
Michigan ---- 
Minnesota 
“Dakota eo 
os Wisconsin -- 


[illinois - 
Northern Nebraska 


Southern 
Southern 


290,000 


Preston, Harry J., 6015 Maple, 
r St. Louis 12, Mo. 
Raguse, Carl, R. 2, Haven, Kans. 
Sauer, Richard P., R. 7, Moeller Rd., 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Schildt, Miles E., 2700 Ninth Ave., N., 
St. Petersburg 2, Fla. 
Schmidt, Jacob, em., 114 Calumet Place, 
San Antonio, Tex. 
Stuckwisch, Harlan J., 535 Cleveland St., 
Columbus, Ind. 
Schumacher, Melvin, 1413 S. Third St., 
Maywood, Ill. 
Square, Arthur E., 3011 Arch St., 
Chicago 8, Ill. 
Storm, Harvey, R.1, Ellsworth, Kans. 
Ullrich, A. Edwin, 20 SW 11th St., 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
Zelt, Melvin A., 386 Huntington, 
Mount Clemens, Mich. 


Articles, 


Notice 


church news, 


announce- 


ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 


tion in the LuTrHERAN WITNESS, 


books 


for review, and general correspondence 
should be addressed to the Editorial Of- 
fice, 801 De Mun Ave., St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Reports of ordinations, installations, 
dedications, anniversaries, and changes 


of address of pastors 


and _ teachers 


should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 


Lutheran Building, 
way, St. Louis 2, Mo. 


PLEDGED 
TO DATE 


36,750 
420,000 
153,750 
720,000 
304,500 
103,500 
225,000 
620,698 
47,708 


relia Venture of Faith... 


RECEIVED 
TO DATE 


210 North Broad- 


32 9,000 240,000 
$12 a 50 $9,123,231 $6 936,525.69 
———— 

’ , 


OPERATING STATEMENT 


Cash Requirements, Feb. 1—Oct. 31 
Cash Receipts, Feb. 1—Oct. 31 -.. 


BUDGET DEFICIT 


1955 


$6,825,000.00 
4,686,397.76, 


ee eee 2,100,602 .24 


1956 


$9 675,000.00 
7,014,010.98 


aT $2,660,989.02 
Charles E. Groerich, Assistant Treasurer 


Witness for Christ through regular offerings for the Kingdom 


OVEMBER 20, 1956 
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“Should have the backing (by subscription) of 
every informed ore would-be-informed Protestant 


Christian.” 


THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 


Luther s Works 


For the first time... 
his most important writings... 


in modern English 


Just Published: VOLUME 21 — “Sermon on the Mount” and 
“The Magnificat” 


The Reformer’s exposition of the Sermon on the 
Mount and The Magnificat are masterpieces in the 
true sense of the word. Here Luther speaks about 
faith, about good works, about prayer, about Chris- 
tian love, about the giving of alms, about war, about 
bearing witness to the Truth, about virtues and vices 
of many kinds. Above all, he stresses the everlast- 
ing love of Christ. 

In his discussion of the Sermon on the Mount 
Luther deals with practically every phase of life and 
living. He goes to the very core of what Jesus said 
and meant. His words are as pertinent today as 
they were when they came from his powerful and 
deep-probing pen. $4.50. 


Just Published: VOLUME 13 — 
“Selected Psalms II” 


This volume — devoted to the Reformer’s expo- 
sitions of Psalms 68, 82, 90, 101, 111, and 112 — 
shows clearly and conclusively that Luther’s Works 
have a value which the passing of hundreds of years 
has in no way diminished. Here is Luther the 
preacher, the teacher, the student of history, the 
linguist, the prophet with a message which will re- 
tain its meaning and its power as long as the world 
stands. $5.00. 


Published October 1955: VOLUME 12 — 
“Selected Psalms IT’ 


This volume contains Luther’s commentaries on 
Psalms 2, 8, 19, 23, 26, 45, and 51. “For devotional 
purposes the commentary is excellent. Where Lu- 
ther follows a strong Biblical interpretation, the doc- 
trinal teaching is good.” — Ralph L. Keiper, Phil- 
adelphia Bible Institute. 418 pages. $5.00. 


Easy Plan of Subscription 


At your next voters’ meeting, place the cost of 
the entire 55 volume LUTHER’S WORKS set into 
your congregational budget. Your congregation pays 
for the volumes as they appear. There’s no burden 
on your treasury. The retail cost of Volume 21 is 
$4.50 —of Volume 13, $5.00 — of Volume 12) 
$5.00. 

Placing LUTHER’S WORKS in your church, 
community, or own library will prove an eminently 
worthwhile investment. You and many others will 
experience the rich spiritual dividends these volumes 
will bring in the months and years ahead. In fact, 
LUTHER’S WORKS will last a lifetime — and 
longer! 


You Save 10% on a Standing Order 
Use the form below to place either a STANDING ORDER OR 


to order individual volumes. 


By placing a STANDING ORDER 


now — you save 10% on each of the remaining 52 volumes! 


3558 South Jefferson Avenue 
Saint Louis 18, Missouri 


Check one (/) 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 


Order No. 15W1754— Volume 12 (Selected 
Psalms I) @ $5.00 plus 15¢ for postage 
and handling 

Order No. 15Wi763 — Volume 21 (Sermon 
on the Mount and The Magnificat) @ 
$4.50 plus 15¢ for postage and handling 

Order No. 15W1755— Volume 13 (Selected 


(] Please enter my Standing Order for the 
55 volumes of LUTHER’S WORKS, to be 
shipped to me immediately as they are pub- 
lished. Please send me the 3 volumes vavail- 
able now: Volume 12, Selected Psalms I 
($5.00); Volume 21, Sermon on the Mount 
and The Magnificat ($4.50); Volume 13, 
Selected Psalms I ($5.00) plus 32¢ for 
postage. 


Check bel ow if you want to order only indi- 


SE ee, Soe ee 


Psalms II) @ $5.00 plus 15¢ for postage 
and handling 


OD Please send your free PROSPECTUS on 
LUTHER’S WORKS 


(0 Check (or money order) 
enclosed for $_. 
Names| 


Address ne 
"gt oe & é 


oO Charge 


